PROSPECTUS
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN A CARING ENVIRONMENT

Welcome
‘In Lurgan College we seek to foster a culture of academic
excellence, underpinned by strong pastoral care and
support for every pupil’ T D Robinson, Headmaster
I am delighted that you are interested in finding out about Lurgan College and I
trust that you will find the material contained in this prospectus both interesting
and informative. It is designed to give you a flavour of the unique ethos and
genuine family atmosphere which we all enjoy every day at the College. The size
of the school, with an overall enrolment number of just 440 pupils, and the more
adult 14-19 environment are undoubtedly key contributing factors to this happy
school where pupils testify to feeling ‘safe, secure and individually cared for’.

‘I have had teaching stints in a number of schools … there
is a very unique positive atmosphere within Lurgan College
which makes it quite special’ Dr R Dobson, Substitute Teacher
The school’s obvious strong emphasis on academic achievement is supported
by an effective, child-centred system of pastoral support. We constantly look to
build on existing outstanding practice, always striving to meet the challenge of
self-evaluation and self-improvement set by our school motto Meliora Sequor (‘to
follow better things’).

Meliora Sequor

Our school motto is
which means to follow

better things

Our well qualified and dedicated staff provide our highly motivated and
enthusiastic pupils with a stimulating learning environment which is underpinned
by a level of challenge and support closely aligned to individual pupils’ needs and
aspirations. We encourage our pupils to see learning as an enjoyable and engaging
life-long process as we support them in their preparation for further study and
the world of work.
At the College we strive at all times to develop the ‘whole person’ and to that
end the pupils can avail of an exciting range of extra-curricular activities which
will imbue them with vital qualities, skills and values upon which the pupils will
rely in later life.
As a prospectus can only provide a brief snapshot of school life, I cordially invite
you to visit the College and experience for yourself our warm, welcoming, caring
and vibrant ethos which is based on high expectations, strong pastoral support
and mutual respect.
T D Robinson
Headmaster

Introduction
The College, which stands in its own attractive wooded grounds on the outskirts of
Lurgan, was founded in 1873, originally as a Private Boarding School for Boys. After
several changes and extensions, it became, in 1968, a selective, non-denominational,
co-educational 14-19 Grammar School, offering a predominantly academic education
up to Advanced Level in a wide range of subjects. At this time 11+-type examinations
were abandoned in the Craigavon area and replaced by an effective system of delayed

A Brief History
1873
1925
1952

academic selection at age 14. Pupils enter the College at the start of Year 11 or Year
13, transferring from Junior High, Secondary or Grammar Schools.

1955
1968

Founded by Samuel Watts as an Independent Boys’ Day & Boarding Grammar School
Amalgamated with Girls’ School
Major building project
Surrender of Independent Status, falling under the control of the Local Education
Authority as an 11-18 Grammar School
Another major building programme
Joined the Craigavon Dickson Plan as a 14-19 Grammar School with a
system of delayed academic selection at age 14

Year 11
Perspective
The transition from Lurgan Junior High
to Lurgan College was very smooth and I
settled in surprisingly quickly. The kindness
and helpfulness of the staff and pupils
really aided this.
There is a wide range of extra-curricular
activities at Lurgan College and I
thoroughly enjoy all the ones I attend.
I particularly enjoy drama and I am
taking part in this year’s school musical
production. It has really developed my
confidence and gives me the opportunity
to become acquainted with other
pupils in the years above me. I thrive on
the atmosphere of comradeship and
inclusiveness that it provides.

As soon as I met my
teachers, it was clear
that their priority
was my wellbeing
and success.
Maja - Y13

When I was preparing to go to the
College, I was worried about finding my
way about the building and navigating my
way between classes. These fears quickly
faded and within the first couple of weeks
I had found my feet. The teachers and my
peers were very helpful. All the senior
pupils and prefects were keen to help,
always on the lookout for any lost faces.
Although I am a short time into my new
school I already feel as if I am part of the
College family and I am enjoying the new
challenges and opportunities available to
me here.
Nathaniel - Y11

Year 13
Perspective
From the very beginning of my arrival
at Lurgan College I was aware of the
community spirit. I got to know my
classmates during the induction day and
just in those few short hours I started to
form friendships that I am sure are going
to last for a long time. As soon as I met
my teachers, it was clear that their priority
was my wellbeing and success; they really
wanted to know my name, which school I
had come from and my interests.
The transition from GCSE to A-level can
be challenging; the workload, and the pace
of learning new material can feel daunting;
however, once you arrive in Lurgan College,

there is always someone eager to lend a
helping hand to overcome any obstacle
with you. I have found it easy to settle in
and adapt to my new subjects because of
the support I have been offered.
If you join Lurgan College in Sixth Form, as
I did, from Brownlow Integrated College,
you will quickly become aware that this is
the school where you will have some of
the best memories of your life, the kind of
school that you come to for inspiration, to
develop your knowledge and also to build
on your skills.
Maja - Y13

Lurgan College is a fantastic,
caring and supportive
learning environment where
each pupil is an individual
with a name and a story,
rather than just a number
in the class.

A Broad and
Balanced Curriculum

Jayne - Former Pupil

Lurgan College offers a wide learning programme,
set within a strong academic context. The school
easily satisfies all the requirements of the statutory
Entitlement Framework and indeed exceeds the
prescribed number of academic and vocational
subjects both Key Stage 4 and post-16 level. High
quality teaching, specialist facilities and state-of-the
art technology contribute to effective learning in an
enriching, well equipped and regulated environment.

I wish to say a big thank you for the
education and knowledge which the school
has provided me with. Lurgan College has
shaped me as an individual by providing
a safe and nurturing environment. I will
always remember the dedication of the
staff and the family feeling within the
school. I hope to travel all over the world
with my career and to be an ambassador
for the College and indeed my country.
I am a product of the Dickson Plan as are
so many others. This school structure is the
very heart of the community.
Roslyn - Former Pupil

The high quality of teaching and learning is reflected year on year in the excellent
examination results achieved at GCSE, AS and A2 levels. Such results illustrate the
impressive levels of subject knowledge and understanding acquired by our pupils.
Importantly, however, there is also a clear focus on further developing the skills that form
an integral part of the Key Stage 3 programme: skills in thinking, problem-solving, working
with others, managing information, self-management, creativity and decision-making all play a
key role in preparing pupils for further study in Higher Education and beyond that into the
world of work. The development of all-important independent learning skills also remains a
key priority in the College as we seek to develop well rounded, life-long learners.

The school family helps you grow and develop into
a young adult. The teachers are always willing to
help and support you in any way they can. They are
committed to the success of all their pupils as they
see us as individuals and not just names on a class list
Louise - Y13

‘I always look forward to my Shared
Education class every week. It allows me
to connect and build new friendships in an
informal setting that I would never have
had the opportunity to do otherwise.
This has been an invaluable opportunity
to broaden my horizons to the wider
community.’
Sophie Kinkaid - Y14

Educational trips form a crucial part of the school’s curricular
provision. Politics events at Stormont and Westminster,
Geography field trips to the Titanic Museum, Portstewart
Strand and the Colin River, Biology visits to Oxford Island,
English theatre visits, History trips to the World War One
Battlefields, the Somme Centre and Berlin; Art & Design visits
to the True Colours Exhibition at the Ulster Museum and
Tanaghmore Gardens, Home Economics trips to the Christmas
Continental Market and French exchange visits with a school in
the Champagne region of France are just some of the off-site
curricular educational trips on offer to our pupils. Our articulate
and well informed pupils are regularly invited to take part in
televised current affairs programmes.

The College continues to be an active
member of Craigavon Area Learning
Community which comprises a number
of educational establishments across
the borough. The school’s proactivity in
innovative curricular development and
outward-looking nature are evidenced by
its meaningful involvement with a number
of local schools and the Southern Regional
College in collaborative arrangements
across a range of subjects including Critical
Thinking, Law and Engineering. Effective
use is also made of our video-conferencing
facilities to deliver cutting-edge distance
learning courses.
Cross-community collaborative
arrangements have resulted in closer bonds
between the schools in our Area Learning
Community, leading to significantly closer
ties, evidenced by our involvement in the
Shared Education Project with St Ronan’s
College, Lurgan.

I have had an enjoyable four
years representing Lurgan
College Rugby. I’ve made
friendships for life with team
mates, coaches and opponents.
The rugby trip to South Africa
was a particular highlight. I
would encourage everyone
of all shapes and sizes to get
involved in this fantastic sport.
Richard - Y14

Sport

Lurgan College is renowned locally, nationally and
internationally for its sporting prowess and success:
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		

The girls’ 1st XI hockey team: Ulster and
All-Ireland Champions four times since 2003
The 1st XV rugby team: recent winners of
the Senior Ulster Schools’ Trophy
The Medallion XV rugby team: recent winners
of the Junior Ulster Schools’ Trophy
The girls’ 2nd XI hockey team: recent winners
of the Ulster Schools’ 2nd XI Cup
The Ski Team: Ulster USSA Ski Champions
almost every year in recent history
Athletics: Ulster and Irish Champions in a
range of track and field disciplines
Cricket, hockey, rugby: provincial and
international representative honours

The College’s sporting aims are:
•
		
		
•
		
		
		
		
•
		
		
		
•
		
		

to contribute to the physical development of
each pupil through the promotion of skills
acquisition
to contribute to the social education of
individual pupils by offering them opportunities
to cooperate with one another and to share the
value of sports and games through a sense of
satisfaction and achievement of play
to promote in each pupil a love of, interest in
and knowledge of physical activity and its 		
contribution to the maintenance of life-long
personal health and fitness
to prepare pupils to make active, creative and
purposeful use of their leisure time throughout
their lives

Playing hockey for Lurgan
College is something special.
Our team spirit, our coaches
- and our new pitch- are
amazing. Being All Ireland
Champions for three of the
past eight years has meant
so much to all of us in the
team. And it’s great to know
that we have the support
of everyone in our school
through it all!

Sarah - Y13

College sports teams are regularly involved in significant
overseas tours: rugby (e.g. Canada, South Africa, Italy),
hockey (e.g.. Holland) and skiing (e.g. Austria).
Facilities for Physical Education include a well equipped
gymnasium, a new FIH approved hockey Astroturf pitch,
three rugby pitches, one all-weather multi-purpose
pitch which converts into a 200m running track in the
summer, two netball courts and three tennis courts.
Use is also made of the the Armagh City, Banbridge and
Craigavon Borough Council facilities close to the school,
namely Craigavon Leisure Centre, the Golf/Ski Centre
and the swimming pool complex in the town. The school
also avails of the cricket facilities at Waringstown CC.

The sports available to pupils are:
• Athletics
• Rugby
• Skiing		
• Horse-riding
• Spinning (cycling)
• Squash
• Swimming
• Table Tennis
• Tennis
• Tug of War
• Volleyball
• Weight Training

• Badminton
• Basketball
• Cricket
• Cross-Country
• Dance
• Fishing
• Fitness
• Football
• Golf		
• Hockey (Girls)
• Hockey (Boys)
• Netball

Taking part in the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme at
Gold Level has been one of the
most exhilarating character-building
activities I have ever been involved
in. The expedition and individual
tasks have developed my teamwork,
problem-solving and organisational
skills, as well as increasing my selfconfidence and resilience – all
qualities which are highly valued by
universities and employers.

Extra-Curricular
Activities

John - Y14
While the timetabled subjects contribute to the
development of the pupils academically, physically,
socially, morally and spiritually, a carefully planned
programme of extra-curricular activities is provided
to give all pupils an opportunity to develop selfconfidence, individuality, team-working skills, aesthetic
sensibility, leadership and initiative.
Pupils are encouraged to strive not only for their full
academic potential but also to develop personally and
socially by participating in the wide range of extracurricular activities on offer.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme is well
established at the school. The ‘Silver’ groups enjoy
expeditions in the Mourne area while the ‘Gold’ groups
are treated each year to the rugged beauty of the
Glencoe region in Scotland.
The Music and Drama Society has proudly presented
outstanding school musical productions which have
included Grease, Hello Dolly, Oklahoma, Guys and
Dolls, Sunshine on Leith and Footloose in recent years.
Music, in its own right, continues to flourish at the
College with choirs, bands and individual performers
regularly picking up top places in local music festivals.
The Scripture Union attracts a significant proportion
of the pupil population each week. The popularity of
this club with its barbecues, house parties and formal
dinners reflects the very strong Christian ethos which
permeates every aspect of school life in the College.

The extra-curricular activities on offer include:
• Army Cadet Force
• Art & Design Club
• Chess Club
• Chamber Choir
• Girls’ Choir
• Community Service
• Computer Club
• Cross-Country Club
• Debating Society
• Drama & Musical Society
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
• Equestrian Club
• First Aid Club

• Geographical Club
• Historical Club
• Mini Enterprise
• Magazine Club
• Modern Languages
• Photoshop Club
• Politics Club
• Public Speaking Club
• School Band
• Scientific Club
• Scripture Union
• Technology Club

I love being involved in the
House System. The competitions
are fought with enthusiasm,
commitment and passion you only have to be in the
Assembly Hall when the results
of a competition are read out
to sense this! The competition
teaches you how to celebrate
victory, but also how to keep
going and to persevere through
set-backs. Definitely one of my
highlights of College life
Mark - Y14

The House System
The school’s very popular and successful House
System makes an invaluable contribution to the
provision of Pastoral Care and the development of
the College’s unique corporate identity and ethos.
Every pupil is assigned to one of 4 Houses, named
after the first 4 Headmasters of the College (Boulger,
Cowan, Harper and Kirkpatrick) and is expected to
participate in healthy competition between the
Houses across a wide range of academic, sporting,
cultural and physical activities which include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Quizzes
Music competitions
Swimming galas
Debating
Hockey
Rugby
Tug of War
Athletics (Sports Day)

Pastoral Care

‘The happiness and well-being
of our pupils will always be of
paramount importance in
Lurgan College’
T D Robinson, Headmaster

Our Pastoral Care System seeks to enable our
pupils to manage any potential barriers to their
learning and their personal development. We are
convinced that happy pupils make effective learners,
capable of fulfilling their intellectual, personal, moral,
social and spiritual potential.
Our re-structured child-centred Pastoral Care
Programme is both reactive and proactive in nature
– reacting sensitively to individual pupils in times
of particular need while proactively presenting
the pupils with a well planned and individually
tailored Personal Development Programme which
is designed to assist them face effectively the many
issues with which the modern-day 21st century
teenager has to contend.
The Pastoral Care Team, comprising a Vice-Principal,
a Senior Leader, Heads of Year, the Academic Tutor,
the Head of Careers and the Attendance Officer,
provides the necessary supportive framework to
create the safe and happy learning environment

which Lurgan College pupils enjoy every day.
• The pupils’ House/Form Teacher is their first
point of contact every morning
• House/Form Teachers monitor the academic
and personal development of the pupils in their
group, assisting the pupils with target setting and
Progress Files
• Heads of Year direct the work of the House/
Form Teachers and are responsible for
establishing a holistic overview of the academic
achievement, personal development and
welfare of all of the pupils in a year group
during their time at the school
• Parents are kept informed about pastoral issues
• An effective confidential system of
communication to all our caring staff regarding
pupils’ pastoral issues is well established
• All pupils receive one period per week of
designated Personal Development time
• The school supplements its Pastoral Care
System with an independent Counselling
Service

Lurgan College is a listening school. We pay particular attention to what our pupils have to say.
The School Council, made up of members of every year group in the school, constitutes an integral part
of the school’s overall decision-making processes. The pupils’ views are canvassed on a wide range of issues
(including the quality of teaching and learning) and the findings impact directly on the overall strategic
direction of the school, featuring prominently in the School Development Plan.

Working in Partnership
The College deeply values its close liaison with parents who are encouraged to take advantage of the
many invitations to parents’ meetings, entertainments, sporting events and other functions in the school.
Regular updates regarding pupil progress are communicated to parents through Progress Reports (up to
3 times a year) and Examination Reports (up to twice a year). Parental views are often sought through
questionnaires and other consultative exercises.

Serving the Community

Bun sales, sponsored events, Harvest and Christmas Hampers for local senior citizens, bag packing and
non-uniform days are just some of the ways the pupils endeavour to help those less fortunate than
themselves. The Community Service group is teacher supervised but led by the pupils themselves who
decide each year which charities they wish to support. Charlene’s Project, Tear Fund, the NI Hospice,
The Buddy Bear Trust, MacMillan Cancer Care, The Mary Peters Trust and Marie Curie are just some
of our most recent beneficiaries.

Careers Education,
Information,
Advice & Guidance

‘The talent in this place
can be put down to
the education they are
receiving at this fantastic
school. I felt a sense of total
student empowerment,
which is excellent.’
James McBennett - Head of Purchasing

avondale foods

Well trained and specialist staff provide high
quality Careers Education, Information, Advice
and Guidance. Talks and conferences are regular
features of the extensive Careers programme, as
well as visits to University Open Days. Year 13
pupils avail of a well coordinated Work Shadowing
Programme while Year 14 pupils participate
in an annual Interview Skills Development
Programme. All pupils make profitable use of a
well-resourced Careers suite which incorporates a
well-stocked library and ICT facilities.
The pupils are afforded well planned opportunities
to identify, assess and develop their skills and

qualities in order to make well-informed and
realistic career decisions.
On completion of their studies at the College, the
vast majority of pupils take up places at universities
across the United Kingdom. While many pupils
choose to attend the Queen’s University of Belfast
and the University of Ulster, a significant number
opt to study in universities in England, Scotland,
Wales and the Republic of Ireland.
Over the years many exceptionally talented
College pupils have gone on to study a range of
courses at Oxford and Cambridge Universities.

Development of
the School Estate

In recent years the College, which was founded
just over 140 years ago, has experienced a number
of significant enhancements to its impressive 1873
building: a new Sixth Form Centre, a welcoming
entrance foyer, an upgraded library, new ICT
facilities, a new Apple Suite, a refurbished Art
& Design and Music wing, refurbished Science
laboratories, a modern Sports Pavilion and a new
state-of-the-art FIH approved Astroturf hockey
pitch.
Everyone at the College remains very excited
about and committed to our ambitious planned
building programme which will see the subtle
and seamless blending of the traditional and the
contemporary, literally building on the school’s
illustrious past while planning, with boundless

optimism, for the future. The new building, which
will further enhance our magnificent College Walk
school estate, will provide a most
impressive educational establishment, catering
effectively for the diverse needs of the modern
21st century learner.
The new school build will include:
• Integration of the traditional 1873 building
• New 595m² Sports Hall
• New Assembly Hall
• Enhanced teaching facilities
• New Science & Technology Block
• Purpose-built facilities for PE, HE, Art & Music
• Cutting-edge ICT provision
• New Lecture Drama Block
• Up-to-date Canteen facilities
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