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We have come to the end of another academic year which ended prematurely due to the corona virus. As
I reflect on this past year I can say it was a busy year packed with a variety of activities, events and the
usual fun that our pupils experience year on year at the college. I hope you will find this an interesting
and informative record of school life in Lurgan College.
We were unable to hold Sports Day but our pupils enjoyed the many sporting activities run throughout
the year. Academically the pupils continue to excel. Included are photographs of pupils who acheived
excellent results. The music department continues to flourish. We enjoyed a successful Christmas
Concert where our pupils had a platform to showcase high quality talent. There was no stopping their
enthusiasm, seen even when the pupils not in attendance at the college were able to record a wonderful
virtual Spring Concert.The success of Patrick Lappin must be noted. He has been offered a place at St.
Hughes College, Oxford to read music. Following on from his success last summer in the ORA Singers
composition, he wishes to pursue his love for composition. This year Callum Small’s GCSE work
was selected for the True Colours Exhibition, which showcases some of the best of N.Ireland’s CCEA
Art & design work. It was exhibited at the Ulster Museum. Luke Steele acheived joint first in CCEA
GCSE Art & Design. Year 13 pupil, Leah Quaile, entered the Rotary Youth Competition where she
was successful, winning a trip to participate in Euroscola. The growing success of the Public Speaking
society must be noted. Rosie Lappin received first place in the Local heat of the Soroptimist Public
Speaking Competiton and proceeded to the N.I. Final of the Soroptimist Competition. Shared Education
continues to be an integral part of the College life; this culminated in summer 2019, when Mr Hamill and
one of our pupils made a presentation in front of an audience of 19,000 in San Diego. Young Enterprise
continues to thrive. One of the companies Beyond Green NI came out on top and picked up two awards:
Social Innovation and Best Overall Company.
As always the contribution of staff and pupils in the production of the magazine is very much
appreciated. I want to especially thank Mrs Duke, the head of English for the part she played in proof
reading the magazine. Thanks to Stuart Hoy for the cover design. We present this year’s Ulula and hope
it gives you a taste for the diverse educational experience that our pupils enjoy.
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Headmaster’s
Speech
Mr Chairman, Mr Hanna, our Guest of Honour, other
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, I echo my
Chairman’s warm welcome to you all as we reflect
with our customary humility and gratitude on the 146th
academic year in the life of this grand old school.
‘There’s no other way around it. If you want to do
well, in any walk of life,
you have to put the hours in’.
Not my words, although they do sound like them. No,
these are the words of the current Professional Golf
Association Captain, only the 3rd Irish PGA member
ever to be offered the prestigious position, Mr Peter
Hanna, our Guest of Honour today, who has joined
that illustrious group of PGA members (including the
likes of Fred Daly and Peter Aliss) who have been
PGA Captains. Our welcome to Peter is just that
bit more intimate as we welcome back one of our
own – a former pupil who has excelled in his chosen
career. With golf-fever gripping Northern Ireland in
2019, what better year to have the PGA Captain with
us at our 2019 Speech Day. Mr Reavie will give a
fuller introduction to Peter a little later on. In the
meantime, thank you, Peter, for taking the time to be
with us today and we look forward to hearing from
you later in the proceedings. We thank Lynn as well
for coming along today and for agreeing to assist with
the presentation of our awards.
It is indeed great to have Mr McCoy, the newly
appointed Principal of Lurgan Junior High School
with us this afternoon. I look forward to developing
a close working relationship with him as, along with
the Senior High School, we seek to promote our
unique system of education in this area, providing the
very best academic pathways for the young people.
We wish the former Principal of Lurgan Junior High
School, Mrs Currie, all the best in her retirement.
We are also delighted that Mr Barry Mulholland, the
Chief Executive of the Controlled Schools’ Support
Council, has chosen to pass up the invitations of
other local schools and to be back with us today.
The College, along with other Controlled Schools,
continues to reap the benefits of working closely with
CSSC as it effectively supports and advocates on
behalf of our family of controlled schools. I do think,
however, that the lure of meeting up with his fellowgolfing friend, Peter Hanna, also played some part in
Barry’s decision to prioritise the College today.
September 2019 saw more staffing changes than usual
as we bade farewell to two very long-serving members
of staff who hung up, on one case, his gown, and in
the other, her white coat. The latter, Mrs Roberta
Turkingham left us after some 40 years of faithfully
serving the school in her role as Science Technician,
during which time she was awarded the MBE for
services to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
(something close to Mr Mulholland’s heart) as part
of the ACF. We thank Roberta for all her dedication
and her diligence over her long career, all of which
she committed to Lurgan College and we wish her

all the very best in her retirement. In September we
welcomed back former pupil, Michael Newton, who
has filled in as an excellent replacement for Roberta.
The former, who hung up his gown, was Mr David Bell
who joined the teaching staff at the College in 1989
as a teacher of Geography, a love of which he never
lost, as is clearly demonstrated by his magnanimous
gesture of presenting a new trophy today for the top
performing pupil in GCSE Geography. Thank you,
Mr Bell. Identified clearly at a young age as a teacher
of significant potential as he rose up the school
hierarchy to the positions of Head of Geography and
then replacing Mr Wilson in 2003 as Vice-Principal
(Curriculum), a position he held for 16 years. Never
afraid of a new challenge, he courageously introduced
Psychology into the sixth form curriculum, teaching
this subject himself and securing for his pupils some
of the very best results in the school across all of our
subjects. Mr Bell enjoyed a healthy disregard for
what he saw as the, at times, unwelcome intrusion
of modern technology into the traditional classroom,
although, I have to say, the irony of his mobile
phone going off last year as he announced the prize
list belied, perhaps a little, a subtle softening of his
attitude towards at least some of our new technologies.
Mr Bell’s wise counsel, his loyalty, his friendship, his
sartorial elegance and, perhaps above all, his integrity
will be sorely missed but I know that we would all
wish both David and his wife Donna a very long,
happy and healthy ‘extremely early’ retirement.
Mrs Heather McDowell, our Head of English for the
past 10 years, left us to take up a new post as VicePrincipal i/c Pastoral Care at Clounagh JHS. Mrs
McDowell led a very successful department, living
out her desire, in her own words at interview, ‘to
achieve special things with [her] pupils’ and she was
not found to be wanting in her commitment to extra-

curricular activities, demonstrated in her sterling
work with our Debating Society, members of whom
were runners-up in the most recent NI Schools’ Final.
We wish Heather well in her new school and thank
her for her significant contribution to the life of the
College since 2009.

Mr Trevor O’Donnell retired in April of this year
from his post as Assistant Building Supervisor, a
position which he took up in 2007. We thank Trevor
for his work and his, at times, ‘helpful’ advice, which
was usually prefaced by ‘Boss, if you don’t mind
me saying …’. Down through the years he clearly
demonstrated a deep love for our beloved old 1873
building. We wish Trevor the best of health and much
happiness in his retirement.
We also thank Mr Conor Scullion and Ms Amanda
Calvert for their contribution as teacher of ICT and
classroom assistant respectively during the past
academic year and we wish them well in their future
careers.
In September we said good-bye to our longserving school counsellor, Mrs Latifa Lynch, from
Familyworks, who provided a much-appreciated
support service to our young people for a number
of years. Familyworks has been succeeded by Links
Counselling Service and in September we welcomed
Miss Debbie Griffith to the College. Debbie, who is
with us today, has settled in extremely well and we
wish her well as she seeks to guide and support our
young people through the sometimes choppy waters
of adolescence.
One of our recently retired teachers, Mrs Knox, who
left us after 35 years of service in 2018, has kindly
donated a Cup for A Level Health and Social Care,
which will be presented for the first time today.
Thank you, Mrs Knox, for this and for continuing to
organise our lovely Speech Day floral arrangements.
In September we welcomed Miss Hannah Allen to the
PE department where she is covering Mrs Beattie’s
maternity leave. Mr Tim Gibson joined the ICT
department in a part-time capacity, job-sharing with
Mrs Ward. We wish both our new starts all the very
best as they settle in to their new posts.
All of these staffing changes have had a significant
knock-on effect on the internal staffing in school
with many staff taking up new posts in September.
We wish all these staff well as they assume their
new responsibilities. During the year Mrs Delport
stepped down from her post as Head of Mathematics
and she has decided to mark her long stint as Head of
Department with the presentation of a new Cup today
for pupil performance in GCSE Further Mathematics.
Thank you, Mrs Delport.
No fewer than 11 appointments were made in recent
months; appointments are not just made, however;
somebody makes those appointments; and that
somebody is that group of volunteers whose effort
and commitment run the risk of going unnoticed and
even taken for granted. I am referring, of course, to
our Board of Governors whose only recompense is the
joy of knowing that they are making a really positive
contribution to the educational experience of the
young people of this school. If only the Department

of Education truly valued this contribution as much
as we do, then we would not see such draconian
criteria being applied at the time of reconstitution of
new Boards of Governors. The result is, on occasions,
the premature loss of valuable experience, talent and
expertise. I would like to thank all those governors
whose term of service came to an end this academic
year and, at the same time, welcome all those who
have come on board and who are already beginning
to make their mark.
The longest-serving governor to leave the Board is
Mrs Sylvia Matthews and I would like to thank this
selfless servant of the school, particularly in the
areas of Child Protection, Safeguarding and Staff
Recruitment, for donating our fourth new award
today, a cup which will be presented for the first time
to the ‘boy contributing most to the school’. And no,
Mrs Matthews is not being sexist, but rather, true to
form, she has sought to address an inequality where
for years we have had a prize for the ‘girl contributing
most to the school’. Thank you, Mrs Matthews.
The Board of Governors and the Chairman, in
particular, have been extremely active in ensuring
that the building programme relating to the £4m
School Enhancement Programme and £1m Minor
Works Programme remain well on track. The design
teams for both projects are now in place and we look
forward to planning for the new Sports Hall, the new
teaching block, refurbished science facilities and the
new school meals accommodation. I cannot begin
to tell you how these new facilities will enhance the
quality of the young people’s education and we are
all very excited at the prospect of making these plans
become a reality in the next couple of years.
In advance of reporting on the pupils’ curricular
and extra-curricular achievements during the last
academic year, I would like to conclude this section
of my report with a brief but sincere tribute to
my dear friend and colleague, Mr Simon Harper,
Headmaster of Portadown College, who passed away
suddenly on Good Friday of this year. Simon was one
of the most principled and value-driven individuals I
have ever encountered, never afraid to articulate his
unequivocal support for his beloved Dickson Plan or
to stand shoulder to shoulder with Lurgan College
the last time our precious system of education was
under serious threat. The Dickson Plan has lost one
of its greatest stalwarts and is much the poorer for not
having him as a senior educationalist at the heart of
mapping out its future. On behalf of everyone at the

College we offer our deepest sympathy to Simon’s
partner, Catherine, to the Harper family and indeed
to the whole Portadown College community at the
loss of a gifted leader, highly esteemed colleague and
loyal friend.
In the summer of 2019 Lurgan College pupils who
sat external examinations managed to produce
some of our very best ever collective and individual

performances at GCSE, at AS Level and at A Level,
breaking some school records along the way.
The talented Year 14 class of 2019 set a new school
record, achieving the highest ever percentage of A*
grades, over 11% in fact, since the introduction of the
A* in 2010; they also notched up a 99% pass rate
for an impressive eighteenth year in a row. Grades
A*, A & B accounted for over three quarters of the
total grades achieved while the 86% of the pupils
who achieved 3 or more A*-C grades was the second
highest ever in the history of the school and some 10%
in excess of the Northern Ireland Grammar School
average. Our top performers at this level were former
Carrick PS pupil, Gareth Dawson, who achieved
an outstanding 4 straight A grades in his A Levels
(including 2 A*s!) and former King’s Park pupils,
Adam Hilditch and Sophie Kinkaid who notched up
3 A*s each! It is great to see so many of these young
people back with us today and we pray God’s richest
blessing on those here today and on rest of their year
group as they embrace the opportunities and navigate
the challenges of third level education at universities
right across the UK.
Last year’s Year 13 obtained a 94% pass rate,
recording 71% at grades A-C. The top performers
at this level, Andrew Combe, Hannah Dempsey
and Marlena Jogoda, all obtained an impressive 4 A
grades each in their AS examinations – remarkable
performances by any standard which augur well for
this year’s performances at A Level. We wish the
pupils well as they seek to reach or even exceed the
ambitious A Level target which we have set for this
year group in 2020.
At GCSE Level many of the pupils did their school,
their families and themselves proud with over a third
of all the grades at A* or A. Individually, a very
impressive 8 pupils (Amy Allen, Lois Armstrong,
Chloe Barbour, Harriet Blair, Nathaniel Cunningham,
Kelly-Ann Dawson, Peter Dundas and Isabelle Urwin)
all secured an amazing 11 straight A*/A grades each!
Worthy of special acclaim is former King’s Park
pupil, Nathaniel Cunningham, who amassed an
amazing 11 straight A* grades – an achievement that
is unlikely to be matched in many other schools in the
province as, unlike Lurgan College, very few schools
offer 11 full GCSEs to their pupils! Please join me in
congratulating Nathaniel, in particular, and indeed all
our pupils, in general, on their outstanding academic
achievements!
So, how does a school like Lurgan College continue to
maintain such high academic standards? Our school
forms part, as you know, of the popular Dickson Plan,
with its unique system of delayed academic selection
at age 14 at which stage all of the pupils transfer from
one of the four Junior High Schools to Craigavon
Senior High School, Lurgan College or Portadown
College; it remains the envy of many areas right
across the province. One of the unique selling points

is the ‘new start’ for all pupils in a new school (both
selective and non-selective) at age 14, a privilege not
afforded to other pupils outside this area. With this
new start comes renewed opportunity, enthusiasm
and energy and this, in turn, results in very positive
outcomes in external examinations. To those who
would seek to deprive the children of this privilege,
I say this, echoing the words of Her Majesty The
Queen when she addressed the Scottish nation in
advance of their Independence Referendum: ‘Think
very carefully about the future’. While the Palace did
all in its power to couch this statement in as neutral
terms as possible, let me be clear and not in any way
neutral: an 11-16 JHS so-called ‘Lurgan Solution’
is totally incompatible with the Dickson Plan and
will lead to its destruction. So, in the words of Her
Majesty, I say again; ‘Think very carefully about
the future’. Failure to do so will bring about some,
perhaps unintended, consequences, most notably a
return to the 11-19 grammar / 11-16 non-selective
model in the town of Lurgan. I trust that all parties
involved, educationalists and politicians alike, will
indeed ‘think very carefully about the future’.
But is it just the Dickson Plan that brings about our
maintaining of academic standards? Not according
to school inspectors, apparently. In February of this
year a team of ETI inspectors carried out a standard
inspection of the educational provision offered by the
school. They commented on our articulate and mature
pupils, our high academic standards, the pleasing
performance of SEN and socially disadvantaged pupils,
the broad and balanced curriculum, the well targeted
pastoral and academic interventions, the personal and
social development of pupils, the engagement with
and response to pupils’ ideas and opinions, the pupils’
shared education experiences, the effective leadership
of the school and the governors’ overall strategic
direction of the school, to name but a few. These are
all statements to be celebrated and they stem directly
from the inspectors’ comment regarding, and I quote,
‘the dedication and commitment of the staff’ who
go ‘above and beyond in the interests of the pupils’
(unquote). It is my privilege to lead and work along
these selfless professionals every day and, while our
system of education provides the framework, it is our
teachers and support staff who make the difference
and who determine the high quality of education
which every child, regardless of their background,
colour or creed, receives in this school. Please join
with me in congratulating all our staff, teaching and
non-teaching, on this excellent Inspection Report and
for ‘going above and beyond’ to ensure our pupils
fulfil, in line with our school aims, their intellectual,
social, moral and spiritual potential.
This ‘going above and beyond’ extends into life
outside the classroom and into our extra-curricular
programme.
Building on their summer tour to Canada, the 1st XV
recorded a number of convincing wins early in the
year. Our 43-15 win over Banbridge Academy at

the end of 2018 was the springboard for our good
run in the Schools’ Cup and a much deserved ¼
final appearance in the Ulster Schools’ Bowl. Our
Medallion boys also impressed in their runs in both
the Medallion Shield and Plate competitions. Angus
Cunningham, Andrew Watters and Luke Harrison
were all nominated for the Ulster Schools’ U16
Development Squad.
In boys’ hockey the 1st XI boys competed well in the
Prior Shield and were unfortunate in the Burney Cup
to lose 1-0 to Antrim Grammar who went on to reach
the ¼ finals of this premier competition.
The highlight of our girls’ hockey 1st XI’s season was
their well-deserved appearance in an Ulster Schools’
Final for the first time since 2014, having recorded
good victories over Cambridge House, Ballymena
Academy and Portadown College. While this was at
Plate Level, it was good for all our pupils, supporters
and players, to experience, once again, the buzz of
competing in a final, harking back the glory days of
2003, 2011, 2013 and 2014 when Ulster and Irish
Titles were the order of the day!
We wish our senior rugby and girls’ hockey players
well in their fundraising as they prepare for their
ambitious joint tour to South Africa in June 2020.
They would not forgive me, I am sure, if I failed to
plug their Fashion Show in this very hall on Thursday
7 November at 7.30 pm – tickets are available from
the school office. You never know you who might see
strutting their stuff down the catwalk!
In 2018/19 our Senior Cross-Country Boys and Girls
Teams again won Silver and Bronze respectively in
the NI District Championships. During the year one
of the boys, Andrew Hilditch, broke a 41-year old
school record at 800m, held by Trevor Knox, husband
of our esteemed former colleague, Mrs Knox, in a
time of 1 min 59.86 seconds to be exact!
Many College pupils encountered significant success
in sporting competitions at an individual level. Alice
Cochrane represented NI at U16 level in Indoor
Volleyball and is currently a member of the national
Beach Volleyball U21 squad; Nikki Barton also
represented NI, this time in Ballet, in the national
Finals in Blackpool, where she won 2nd place in the
UK overall; Tanya Fisher’s performance in the Hip
Hop Ireland World Qualifiers, earned her the right to
represent her country in Phoenix, Arizona in August;
Jessica Rea and Leah Heaney both represented NI at
soccer; Laura Cassells has been excelling at Irish U25
level in Green Bowling and we have just learned that
she has been selected to play for the full Irish National
Team in the 2020 Home Nations Championship.
In Music the girls’ choir, building on their success in
the Portadown festival where both they and the flautists
were awarded 1st places, dipped their toes (or perhaps
their tongues) for the first time in the prestigious
Ulster Schools’ Choir of the Year competition. No
fewer than nine of our pupils were selected for the

Ulster Youth Choir. Harpist, Kelly-Ann Dawson was
awarded the MacArdle Cup at the Music Service
Night in June. Patrick Lappin competed in the very
prestigious Youth Composer Competition run by the
professional vocal ensemble, the ORA Singers, and
was selected as one of the ten overall finalists from
across the UK. At the final itself, the adjudication
of which was chaired by the venerable Mr Stephen
Fry, Patrick excelled and won the Audience’s Choice
Award. Quite a remarkable achievement, indeed!
In a school with a proven track record in debating,
Courtney Martin won the regional final of the
Soroptimists NI Public Speaking Competition while
Juste Savickyte was successful in the regional heat
of the Rotary Youth Leadership Competition. Lat
year’s Deputy Head Girl, Maja Ochojska, who won
this overall competition last year, managed to secure
a place in the United States’ premier university,
Georgetown, in Washington DC, following in the
footsteps of the likes of none other than President Bill
Clinton.
One of our newest clubs, in fact only established this
year, Young Enterprise swept the board at the local
heat in the Southern Regional Competition winning
Best Overall Company, Best Customer Service and
Best Digital Presence. The team went on to compete in
the NI finals at Invest NI and secured the Runners-Up
spot as Best Company in NI, beating 78 other schools
along the way – not bad for a company in their first
year of existence. Well done to Emma Giraudeau,
Hannah Burke, Eve Madden, Emma Wilson, Leah
Fan and, of course, their teacher, Ms Hughes.
Our Community Service Group, once again,
displayed their strong social conscience through their
participation in a number of fund-raising activities,
supporting a wide range of charities. This selfless
sense of giving in terms of time, talent and treasures
was reflected in our inaugural involvement in the
Saphara Project which saw a number of College pupils
travel to India to volunteer in two schools there in
July of this year. Miss Brackenridge, our Community
Service Coordinator, accompanied the pupils and
reported that they were stellar ambassadors for their
school during what was a challenging and deeply
rewarding trip.
Other countries which enjoyed receiving pupils
during the year included Poland where pupils
visited the harrowing Auschwitz concentration
camp; England where the Politics Society members
experienced a busy Westminster; and France and
Belgium where members of the ACF visited the
WW1 battlefields. Our most ambitious overseas
trip this year was undertaken by pupils involved in
our Shared Education Programme with St Ronan’s
College here in Lurgan. Building on the many joint
classroom experiences in History, English, Art &

Design, Music, Geography and Critical Thinking,
pupils from St Ronan’s, Lurgan JHS and the College
were invited to make a formal presentation in July to
the largest Digital Mapping Conference in the world
in San Diego, California.
Addressing a few hundred like today can be daunting
enough, but can you imagine presenting to a live
audience of 19,000 in one single auditorium. The
pupils from our schools (Aiesha, Hannah and
Leon), the first ever outside the US to be selected
for this honour, shared, along with Mr Hamill,
their findings from a survey, carried out in the three
schools’ Geography departments, regarding pupils’
perceptions of different spaces around the town of
Lurgan - cutting edge and literally ground-breaking
work as the pupils and staff survived the two biggest
earthquakes to hit California in the past 20 years! As
I joined the countless others who viewed the pupils’
presentation as it was streamed live around the world,
I was filled with a good deal of optimism and no small
measure of pride as I watched the next generation lay
the foundations for a better, more shared future in the
years to come.
Time unfortunately does not permit me to comment
on our full range of extra-curricular activities, but,
be it the Scripture Union, the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme, the Physics Challenge, the First Aid
Club, the Racquets Club, the Eco Club and so on, be
assured of our ongoing gratitude and support for all
our extra-curricular activities where many of the socalled soft skills (to which our Guest of Honour may
indeed refer later today) are birthed and honed. Please
join with me in congratulating the pupils on their
outstanding successes outside the classroom while
acknowledging our indebtedness to the dedicated
staff who give up their free time to facilitate this
crucial aspect of your sons’ and daughters’ education.
In conclusion, I must highlight, as I did last year, an
issue which continues to have the potential to destroy
the capacity of every school in the province to deliver
NI’s high quality education. I refer, of course, to
the deepening funding crisis facing all our schools.
The NI Audit Office reported last year that Northern
Ireland’s education system “is coming close to a
financial tipping point”. Well, we have now reached
that point and our schools are now falling over that
precipice and tumbling into irrecoverable debt.
Mr Mulholland, Chief Executive of the Controlled
Schools Support Council, who is with us today,
recently warned that the current financial state of
our education system is the worst he has ever seen in
his 38 years in education, succinctly describing the
present circumstances facing schools as, and I quote,
‘just awful’.
This followed the publication of the Westminster’s
NI Affairs Committee’s Report in July of this year on
Education Funding in NI, which highlighted the dire
situation in which schools find themselves through

no fault of their own; the Report recorded a number
of helpful recommendations, including that future
budget allocations rise in line with inflation, that the
current balance between money held centrally and
money delegated directly to schools be reviewed
and that the schools estate be consolidated so that
resources can be concentrated in fewer schools.
The 10% reduction in school budgets in real terms
simply cannot be absorbed as hitherto perfectly
sustainable schools, are now, in the vernacular,
‘broke’. Unacceptably large class sizes, severely
restricted curricula, inadequate resources and even
truncated school days are what lie in wait for our
young people in all our schools.
In recent days, wearing a different hat, I have met
with the Chief Executive of the Education Authority,
the Permanent Secretary for Education and the
Permanent Secretary for Finance and each time I came
away from those meetings I had the distinct feeling
that we are having the wrong conversations, possibly
even with the wrong people. We are all agreed on
what needs to be done but we are all powerless to
do anything about it. In the very near future I will be
meeting with the Secretary of State for NI, Mr Julian
Smith, (assuming he is still in post) in a bid to begin
talking to the people who actually have the power to
effect change here.
Throwing money at a broken, unsustainable system
is not the long-term answer; no, as a society we need
to mature to a level where we can have difficult
conversations and then take difficult decisions. If
we want an effective health service or a successful
education system, we need courageous leadership
from local politicians and, in their prolonged absence,
Westminster politicians.
The current political
deadlock at Stormont, combined with the political
stasis and stagnation caused by Brexit, (I nearly
got away without mentioning the ‘B’ word today)
has meant that to date there has been no progress
at all in this crucial area. We need decisive action;
we need a fundamental transformation of the whole
schools estate, where the unaffordable number of tiny
unsustainable schools and campuses, unviable, small
sixth forms and costly sectors will be addressed; shortterm contingency funding, however, does need to be
made available now, in order to ensure that the pupils
currently in the school system will be able to continue
to aspire towards the outstanding achievements, both
inside and outside the classroom, which, with pride
and thankfulness in equal measure, I have shared
with you here today.
It is on that very challenging note that I conclude my
fifteenth Headmaster’s Report.
Thank you

School Awards
The Headmaster’s Award for Academic Excellence			
								
								
The Russell Bequest for University Education			
								
								

Gareth Dawson
Adam Hilditch
Sophie Kinkaid
Gareth Dawson
Adam Hilditch
Sophie Kinkaid

The Christina Johnston Memorial Prize for the Girl contributing most Sarah Patterson
to the School								
The Matthews Cup for the Boy contributing most to the School
Josh Best
The Kris Turnbull Innovation in Art Award				

Hannah Gorman

The Darling Award for A Level Biology				

Sophie Kinkaid

The Norman Emerson & Sons Cup for A Level Business Studies

Peter Hutchinson

The W D Johnston Cup for A Level Chemistry			

Adam Hilditch

The CAM Computer Services Cup for A Level Digital Technology

Peter Hutchinson

The Magurran Memorial Prize for A Level English			

Anna Phillippi

The Trewsdale Award for A Level Geography			

Jordan Walker

The Knox Cup for A Level Health & Social Care			

Kelsey Rankin

The Lavery Cup for A Level History				

Lois Dundas

The Warmflow Cup for A Level Mathematics			

Sophie Kinkaid

The Clarke Cup for A Level Modern Languages			

Hannah Ferguson

The McCaw Cup for A Level Nutrition & Food Science		

Hannah Trew

The Albert Houston Cup for A Level Physics				

Jon Woods

The Wilson Cup for A Level Politics				

Nathan Armstrong

The Errol McCreedy Cup for A Level Religious Studies		

Lauren Hibble

The Rotary Cup for A Level Science				
								

Adam Hilditch
Sophie Kinkaid

The Technology Award for A Level Technology & Design		

Samuel Hoy

The Howard Abraham Trophy for GCSE Business Studies		

Leah Quaile

The Compaq Computer Cup for GCSE Digital Technology		

Kirsten Forde

The Cecil Maguire Cup for GCSE English Literature			

Nathaniel Cunningham

The Adeline Benn Cup for GCSE Food & Nutrition			

Chloe Barbour

The David Bell Trophy for GCSE Geography			

Amy Allen

The Delport Cup for GCSE Further Mathematics			

Lois Armstrong

The University of Aberdeen Prize for the pupil who gained the top
aggregated mark in Mathematics and English Language at GCSE level Amy Allen
The Irvine Cup for GCSE Religious Studies				

Lois Armstrong

The Denehurst Drama Cup					

Sophie McCullough

The Wylie Perpetual Cup for Musical Endeavour			

Josh Best

The Brian Hanna Cup for Rugby Football				

Luke Forsyth

The Stevenson Shield for Rugby					

Mark McElhinney

The Lord Lurgan Rugby Football Plaque				
The Farmgate Meats Challenge Cup for Sporting Endeavour		

Jon Woods
Josh Best

The Williams Cup for Hockey					

Lydia McNeill

School Awards

Continued.....

The Charlene Barr Cup for Hockey				

Jessie Wheelan

The Former Pupils’ Badminton Cup				

Max McCann

The Lions Award for Community Service			

Anna McRoberts

The Magazine Award					

Rachael Blakely

The Jill Emerson Award					

Anna Cairns

The Greer Cup for ACF					

Nathaniel Cunningham

The Supreme House Award – House Champions 2018/19
Cowan
The Head Boy Plaque					

Rachel Black & Josh Woods

The Head Girl Plaque					

Hannah Burke

Scott Morrow

ATTENDANCE AWARD FOR FULL ATTENDANCE IN YEARS 11 AND 12
Nathaniel Cunningham
Lydia McNeill
Kelly-Ann Dawson
Becky Ogle
ATTENDANCE AWARD FOR FULL ATTENDANCE IN YEARS 13 AND 14
Megan Thornbury
ATTENDANCE AWARD FOR FULL ATTENDANCE DURING ALL 4 YEARS
Joel Davison
Emma Ferguson
Hannah Ferguson
Adam Hilditch
Jamie McNeill
James Mitchell
Jack Turkington

YEAR 14

Nathan
Armstrong
Josh Best
Emma Cardwell
Alexandra
Carson
Gareth Dawson
Lois Dundas
Lauren Hibble
Adam Hilditch
Peter
Hutchinson
Karolina Janus
Sophie Kinkaid
Julia McCleary
Sophie
McCullough
Anna McRoberts
Timothy Millen
Michael Newton
Anna Phillippi
Abigail Smyth
Hannah Trew
Gema Uprichard

Form Prizes For
Academic Excellence
YEAR 13
Andrew Combe
Hannah Dempsey
Leah Gorman
Marlena Jogoda
Philip
McClenahan
Jack McIvor
Anna McNeill
Lauren Tolmie
Matthew Wells
Megan Willis

YEAR 12
Amy Allen
Lois Armstrong
Chloe Barbour
Harry Bird
Harriet Blair
Nathaniel
Cunningham
Kelly-Ann Dawson
Peter Dundas
Rachel Flavell
Andzhelina Hristeva
Peter McCullough
Oliver Millar
Callum Small
Nahum Thompson
Isabelle Urwin

YEAR 11
David Combe
Eva Corr
Laura Cregan
Jessica
Cunningham
Holly Ellis
Juliette Fulton
Rosie Lappin
Katie Whaley
Patrick Wilkinson

Scott Morrow

Head Boy & Head
Girl

How did it feel to be selected as Head Boy?
Surprised is an understatement! I really wasn’t expecting it, but it was a big privilege
and I was really pleased about it.
What privileges come with your position?
For me, representing the school at so many different events is one of the biggest
privileges but even the smaller things like a prefect period and the prefect common
room are great.
What are some of the responsibilities you have?
Along with the other senior prefects, I head school council and Hannah and I
organise assemblies and the prefect duties.
Who are your favourite teachers?
My subject teachers are 100% up there: Mr Faith, Mr Ross, Mr Uprichard, Miss
Carberry and Dr Mckee, but I think my form teacher Ms Wan must take it. We all
just get along with her so well and she has a real bond with me and the rest of the
form class.
What subjects do you study?
Maths, Biology and Geography
What interests do you have outside of school?
Outside school, I am interested in sport, I’ll watch anything really, football, rugby or
boxing but of course I play a bit of them too. My Church and youth clubs are also a
big part of my spare time too and I spend most of my summers helping at kids camps
or holiday bible clubs.
What are your plans for next year?
Hopefully if all goes well, I’ll be studying Physiotherapy at university and just see
where things go from there.
What are some of your favourite memorable moments from Lurgan College?
The Scotland rugby tour we had in fourth year was a great trip, it was great craic
from start to finish. Of course, all the SU weekends won’t be forgotten in a hurry
either. The tour to South Africa hasn’t even happened yet but I already know it will
be class and a trip to remember.
Do you think you will miss Lurgan College?
I think it would be hard not to after four years! I think it’ll be hard to say goodbye
and I’ll miss all the house competitions, the rugby and of course the people like our
year all get on really well but a lot of us will be going to different places.

Hannah Burke
How did it feel to be selected as Head Girl?
When ever I was selected to be head girl I was so shocked. I was honoured to be asked but nervous as well. However I was mostly
excited for what the future would bring.
What privileges come with your position?
It has been a privilege to represent the school and lead a brilliant team of prefects.
What are some of the biggest responsibilities you have?
One of our biggest responsibilities is to represent the school on open nights and school concerts, but also outside the school for
example on Remembrance Sunday. We have also been given the responsibility to address the school at the start of every term.
Who are your favourite teachers?
Everyone, I cannot chose one.
What subjects do you study?
Music, Nutrition and Food science and Digital Technology.
What interests do you have outside of school?
My interests outside of school revolve around music. I spend most of my time practising piano and singing. I also enjoy musical
theatre, both watching and performing in musicals.
What are your plans for next year?
Next year I hope to study music in either Durham or Queen’s University.
What are some of your favourite memorable moments in Lurgan College?
One of the most memorable moments for me was performing in the schools production of “Footloose” in year 12. It was such a
great way to meet more people. I have also really enjoyed the house competitions, particularly music and the swimming gala.
Do you think you will miss Lurgan College?
Lurgan College has been like a second home to me for the past four years so there is no doubt I will miss all of the staff and
pupils.

Letter from past Deputy
Head Girl
Letter from America
A Lurgan Student’s experience at an American
University
My journey to Georgetown began with a closing shift
conversation with a co-worker in a Lurgan pizza parlour.
During this conversation, I was introduced to the Sutton
Trust-Fulbright Commission US-UK programme, which
helps students from all over the UK apply and go to the US
for university education. The programme offers mentorship,
fee-waivers for tests and certain applications, a deep and
insider insight of the American admission system, great
friends, and residential visits at London schools like UCL
and LSE, not to mention summer tours of US universities
such as; Harvard, Princeton, Yale and MIT.
With full confidence, I can say that I would not be at
Georgetown University today if it wasn’t for this programme. The support I received from programme
coordinators was immense and could only be paralleled to the effort of my teachers at Lurgan College, who
tirelessly wrestled with the rigorous US university applications.
Since arriving in Georgetown, I’ve spent my time exploring Washington D.C.; the White House, Capitol Hill,
The Pentagon and The National Mall: the heart of US politics and American history and culture is just a couple
of metro stops away. I’ve also travelled to neighbouring states with university societies and friends, exploring
the towns and landscapes of the American east coast. One of my favourite experiences was going Halloween
trick-or-treating on “embassy row”; the cluster of foreign embassies just a 20 minute walk from my campus.
Diplomats gave out candy from their home country and hosted similarly themed parties.
On campus, there are simply too many opportunities. You can join a fraternity or sorority and get the US movie
college experience. There are cultural clubs, such as the European Club which hosts various politicians from
the UK and organises embassy visits. There are also campus newspapers and magazines. Pep-bands perform
at the Capital One Arena which is also home to our famous basketball team and cooking clubs, like the
burger grilling society, offer the opportunity to enjoy classic American cuisine! Debating societies, political
organisations, often frequented by well-known Democratic presidential candidates, theatre and comedic
groups, frequented by John Mulaney and Nick Kroll, are just some of the many unbelievable experiences on
offer.
After just a semester and a half, I feel completely at home. I have made friends
from all over America and beyond. This summer, I’m juggling staying in D.C.
to intern at an embassy, as well as visiting Mexico, Ukraine, Spain, Texas,
California and Chicago; all thanks to opportunities opened up by Georgetown
University.
I would encourage anybody interested in studying in the US, to look into the
Sutton Trust US-UK programme. Studying in the US is a truly life-changing
experience!
By Maja Ochojska,
Arrupe Scholar to Georgetown University, Washington D.C.
Deputy Head Girl of Lurgan College.

Rotary Ireland
Trip Opportunity

Leah Quaile

The mention of the EU sparks interest in almost anyone in the UK since a certain divisive referendum back in
2016, however, for me it will always now bring back the fondest memories of my recent Rotary Ireland trip to
participate in Euroscola. After two very stressful rounds of competitive interviews I was crowned one of the
24 Ireland winners and on the 2nd of February we started our life changing journey. While previous winners
had told me how this trip had been “the best experience” of their lives, it’s only honest of me to say I had not
believed one 5 day trip could have had this impact. I was so wrong. We visited Stormont and had a chance to
meet former pupil Johnathan Buckley (DUP,) Claire Hanna (SDLP,) Cathal Boylan (Sinn Fein) and Roy Beggs
Jr (UUP). It’s definitely true that the youth are the Government’s biggest critics and these four MLAs were put
through their paces. In the beautiful Dublin based EU Commission we had a question and answer opportunity
which provided us all with an insight into the EU impact on the Republic of Ireland, some of their previous
actions and the impact of Brexit on Northern Ireland. Finally, in Strasbourg our day couldn’t have been more
successful! Being on the Youth Alcohol and Addiction Committee we were with over 600 students from 21
countries and I was lucky to speak multiple times in front of these other youth delegates. All 6 Chairs were
representatives of Ireland, the first time in history. It was the most important Euroscola event with the first EU
country to trigger Article 48 only two days prior to our trip. From Cork to Londonderry, I’ve made 24 lifelong
friends with some of the most amazing young people, if they are our future I can personally guarantee it’s
extremely bright.

Governors’ Award for Excellence in gaining top places in
GCSE Examinations
Chloe Hull, Rebecca Carson, Josiah Burgess, Laura Cerro,
Lydia Combe

Speech Day 2019

Head Girl Hannah Burke
and Head Boy Scott Morrow.

Pupils who received Year 11 Form Prizes.

Year 14 School Leaver Prize Winners

GCSE Trophy Winners
From Left:Chloe Barbour, Amy Allen,
Nathaniel Cunningham, Lois Armstrong,
Kirsten Forde

Cup Winners
From left: Luke Forsyth, Rachael Blakely,
Lydia McNeill, Jessie Wheelan, Max McCann.

Speech Day 2019

Pupils who received Year 13 Form Prizes
From back left: Hannah Dempsey, Andrew Combe, Lauren Tolmie,
Leah Gorman, Matthew Wells, Marlena Jagoda, Anna McNeill,
Philip McClenahan.

Headmaster’s Award
Adam Hilditch and
Sophie Kinkaid

Year 12 Form Prize Winners
From back left: Kelly-Ann Dawson, Peter McCullough, Callum Small,
Nathaniel Cunningham, Oliver Millar, Harry Bird, Peter Dundas,
Harriet Blair, Isabelle Urwin, Rachel Flavell, Amy Allen, Chloe Barbour,
Lois Armstrong, Andzhelina Hristeva.

Public Speaking
Society by Mrs Duke
“We realise the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.”
Malala Yousafazi
This year, the Public Speaking Society experienced some great success. We meet
on a weekly basis to discuss upcoming competitions and support each other when
researching, writing and delivering speeches.
We enter a series of competitions throughout the year and hope to build on the
students’ public speaking skills. In October, Harriet Blair, Humail Dawood, Chloe
Hamilton, Rosie Lappin, Madison McConaghie and Siena McConaghie entered the
local heat of the Soroptimist Public Speaking Competition. Speaking on a variety
of topics ranging from domestic violence to sweatshops, the six students excelled
at crafting and delivering engaging and well researched speeches. We were
delighted to have great success in this competition with Rosie Lappin receiving
first place and proceeding to the N.I. Final of the Soroptimist Competition. The
final was held at Hillsborough Village Centre on 8 February 2020 and Rosie
performed admirably when delivering her speech entitled ‘To bee or not to bee! Without bees, are we in trouble?.’ In addition, she
also delivered an impromptu speech on the subject of trolling and we were very impressed with her overall performance.
In addition to this, six students took part in the BPW Public Speaking Competition in November hosted at the Ulster Carpet
Factory. The students were: Harriet Blair, Humail Dawood, Rosie Lappin, Amy McClelland, Madison McConaghie and Siena
McConaghie. Both teams performed admirably, and we are keen to build on the skills gained in this competition next year. Our
final competition of the year is the Edgar Graham Memorial Public Speaking Competition. This competition is held at Stormont
in March and allows the students involved to gain experience of speaking in the Senate Chamber in Parliament buildings. The two
students who participated this year were Chloe Hamilton, speaking on the topic ‘The simplest solution is always the best’, and
Siena McConaghie, speaking on the topic ‘Is silence truly golden?.’ Both students did their school proud in this competition.
The Public Speaking Society is an excellent club to join for all those wishing to work on their public speaking skills, grow in
confidence and meet new friends.

English

by S. Duke

L.C. Literati
‘We read to know we’re not alone.’
William Nicholson.
At Lurgan College we love to read. Our book group, ‘Lurgan College Literati,’ meet on a weekly basis to chat about their passion
for literature. Throughout the year, we read a series of novels selected by the group members, write reviews and spread a love of
reading and writing throughout the school.
From March onwards, the reading group becomes involved in the Carnegie Shadowing Scheme. Through this scheme, our reading
group gain access to the very best young adult fiction shortlisted for the Carnegie Award. This year, we began the shadowing
scheme with a blind date with a book activity making sure the readers don’t ‘judge a book by its cover’ and we meet on a weekly
basis to chat and swap books amongst the members.
The group culminates each year by watching the live stream of the Carnegie
Award and witnessing the selection of the winner for the best young adult novel
of the year.
Young Writers
This year we were delighted to have some success from the young writers
at Lurgan College. We celebrate the success of Rachel Collins and Tiffany
Murnaghan who both entered the Young Writers Mini Saga Competition and
had their entries selected for publication. We look forward to seeing their work
in print very soon. Have a read of their mini sagas below:
123
We had to get out of there. Every second that passed was precious and if we
lost it…there was no hope. I couldn’t run for much longer. I stumbled behind
a bush. The sky was a solid, sinister black with not one star in sight to give
me hope. People ran for their freedom, but no one made it. I was about to run
before I saw…it. A predator searching for its prey.
“Run, Emily!” My body, functioning on fear raced down the hill, but I was too late. “Your turn.”
I began counting, “One, two, three…”
Rachel Collins
Beast Town
We were close to getting out of this town. As I anxiously looked
out the window, watching the empty buildings roll by, the car
suddenly came to a stop. Quickly, I turned towards him, my eyes
wide. I was about to ask why he stopped, but the car began to
vibrate. However, it wasn’t the engine that was making the car
vibrate (it wasn’t even turned on), it was the ground. The ground
was shaking. Then one by one the streetlights went out, covering
us in a blanket of darkness. It was silent until…the ground
cracked open hungrily…
Tiffany Murnaghan
In addition, we were delighted to receive the news that Harry
Herbert’s film review of Martin Scorsese’s ‘The Irishman’ had
been selected as a winning review in their end of year Big Film
Review Competition. Harry received a Kindle Fire as a gift from
this competition. We are so pleased to see our young writers
thrive at Lurgan College and hope to build on this great success
next year.

Staff Changes..
What encouraged you to become a teacher?
I enjoy my subject having studied software engineering at university. I’m keen
to pass on my knowledge and skills to help my pupils learn as best they can.
Where did you work before you came to Lurgan College?
Last year, I completed my PGCE at Queen’s after completing my degree in
software engineering.
How have you found the school so far?
This school has been great so far. The staff have been very welcoming and the
pupils are all great and keen to learn!
What strikes you as unique about the college?
How friendly the whole pupil body is, something which is so positive.
Do you play any sports or have any interesting hobbies?
I try to brew coffee as best I can, if I have time, alternatively I enjoy reading a
good book.
What’s your impression of our house system and how do you plan to get
involved?
The house system seems great so far with a positive sense of competition
among all the pupils.

Mr Gibson
Why did you become a teacher?
I have always wanted to be a teacher but never knew in what subject until I was
sitting my A levels. My PE teacher gave up so much of his time to teach me a sport
I loved I wanted to be able to share my love and experience of finding a sport/
hobby I enjoyed with future students.
Where did you work before you came to Lurgan College?
I was a substitute teacher for the year teaching a variety of subjects in different
schools. I taught boys’ PE for 4 months in Belfast Royal Academy.
How have you found the school so far?
I’ve loved it! Coming from a big Belfast school, the environment here is
completely different. There’s a sense of community and togetherness that I haven’t
experienced before.
What strikes you as unique about the College?
Everyone is so willing to help; the older students actively engage and encourage
the younger students.
Do you play any sports or have any interesting hobbies?
My main sports are rugby and hockey but during athletics season I do hammer
throw.
What’s your impression of our house system and how do you (plan to) get
involved?
I think the house system is great. We had a house system in my old school but it
wasn’t used to its full potential like in Lurgan. It’s a really a good way to get the
younger students mixing with the older ones and provides them with a sense of
belonging as soon as they come in to the school.

Language Assistant
Interviews
Can you tell us about yourself?
My name is Carolina Cruz and I come from a small town in the south of Mexico:
Tapachula, Chiapas. I love my family and my dogs. My favourite colour is pink and,
believe it or not, I’m super scared of worms!
Ever since I was a child, I have wanted to change the world, but eventually I realised I was
not going to be able to do so. Instead I started to help students with their conception of
languages, so I could change their minds ... hence, change their world.
Why did you choose to come to Northern Ireland?
I fell in love with the history and the nature of N.Ireland. I love seeing green everywhere,
and not only because my country is pretty much like it, but also because I wanted to
experience people’s warmth in a different country. It’s been said that European people are
cold but I didn’t want to believe it, and so far, it’s been one of the greatest decisions I’ve
ever made!
Has anything surprised you about the experience here in Lurgan College?
I was shocked by the different houses at school, I had only seen that in Harry Potter movies.
It’s amazing to see teachers and students working together, even if students don’t like it,
in the end they enjoy it. That is totally different from Mexico, we don’t have those kind of
competitions.

Miss Allen
(Maternity Leave
cover)

Language Assistant
Interviews
continued..........

What’s your favourite tourist attraction here in Northern Ireland?
Tollymore Forest Park is my favourite so far! It was so peaceful and quiet. Although, I haven’t been to lots of places yet but I’m
pretty sure I will fall in love with all of them.
Where does your passion for languages stem from?
I have always been asthmatic, so my childhood was really difficult for me. I couldn’t do as many things as my friends could, so
I had to learn a new skill in order to be comfortable when I needed to stay in bed. Learning English opened a whole new door in
my mind because it allowed me not only to understand movies without subtitles but also helped me realise learning a language
was not only about learning vocabulary and grammar but also learning about the culture.

Can you tell us about yourself?
My name is Célia, I am 21 years old and I come from Normandy, in France. I have a
Bachelor’s degree in English and North American Literature, History and Language. I
would like to become either an English teacher at home, or a French teacher abroad, so
before I carry on my studies, I decided to work as a French language assistant to learn
more about this profession. So far it is amazing!
Why did you choose to come to Northern Ireland?
I chose to come to the UK because I had already spent a year here and loved it, but I
didn’t have any preference on where exactly I wanted to go. When I learnt that I would be
working in Northern Ireland, I was very happy, because this is a country that I didn’t know
and was looking forward to discover. So far I love it because I am learning a lot every day,
Northern Ireland is a beautiful country and the people are very nice!
Has anything surprised you about the experience here in Lurgan College?
One thing that surprised me here is that the class periods last 35 minutes. In France it
would be a whole hour, so I had to adapt to a different rhythm. The fact that students get to
choose every single class they want to study was surprising as well, and I think that is nice
because it might be a good way to ‘specialise’ and prepare for University, for those who
want to go.
What’s your favourite tourist attraction here in Northern Ireland?
My favourite is the Mourne Mountains. I absolutely loved hiking there, the view was
amazing and I had never seen anything like it before! I know that I still have a lot to see.
My next step will hopefully be the North Coast and the Giant’s Causeway!
Where does your passion for languages stem from?
When I started to understand the English songs I was listening to, the interviews of my
favourite actors or even when I myself was understood by English speakers, I realised that languages were an amazing way to
open up the world. If you like to travel, or even if you’re simply curious about what it’s like in other places, I think that knowing
about different languages is a good start! It allows you to travel without even moving, since you get to learn a lot about different
cultures and idioms, and the idea that you could access the whole world by simply using words is really fantastic.

Trip to Germany

I spent an amazing two weeks in Germany in July. I travelled with 11 other
students from around the UK to the town of Ortenburg in Bavaria. Throughout
my time in Germany I was able to learn more about the country, its culture
and its language, but most importantly, about its people. I also was able to try
lots of delicious, home-cooked Bavarian food, courtesy of my partner’s very
accommodating mum.
During my time in Germany, I experienced school life in a new country, visited
many unique sights, and enjoyed many days lying in the hot sun. I made lifelong
friends in Germany, not only from Bavaria but also closer to home; it was fun
to make new friends from around the UK, even if they felt there was a language
barrier between us from time to time with my accent. One of the highlights of my
trip was visiting the many swimming pools in the area, with friends both British
and German. With the heat reaching 39 degrees, a dip was very welcome!
I also really enjoyed visiting Passau, a university town half an hour from
Ortenburg. It was great to discover somewhere new, despite missing my bus home
and having to get a train to stop in the middle of nowhere. The awkward phone call
to my host family to explain how I ended up stuck at a train station between two
dairy factories was one of the least exciting parts of my trip!
Overall, I had a brilliant time in Germany, and I would go back in an instant if I
had the chance.

Patrick Wilkinson Year 12

Pupils in the news

August/September 2019

Top achievers at A Level at Lurgan College with school principal Mr Trevor Robinson.

Pupils who achieved 4 As at AS

Pupils who achieved 4 As at AS
From left: Mr Robinson, Courtney Martin, Leah Gorman, Jack McIvor, Stuart Hoy,
Lauren Tolmie, Poppy Smith, Philip McClenahan, Matthew Wells, Micah Carson,
Andrew Combe, Lewis Fryers.

Pupils in the news
August/September 2019

Mr Robinson with A2 pupils who acheived
outstanding results. Adam Hilditch, 3 A,*
Sophie Kinkaid 3A,* Gareth Dawson 4 A

Seven of the eight pupils who achieved 11 A*/A grades at GCSE with
Mr Robinson.
Lois Armstrong, Amy Allen, Harriet Blair,
Nathaniel Cunningham, Kelly-Ann Dawson, Chloe Barbour,
Isabelle Urwin.

Mr Robinson pictured with Andrew Combe who, along
with Marlena Jagoda and Hannah Dempsey, achieved
four straight ‘A’s at AS Level.

Nathaniel Cunningham being congradulated by
Mr Robinson on achieving 11 A* grades at GCSE.

The top achieving GCSE level students proudly pictured with Mr Robinson.
From back left: Sarah Armstrong, Harry Bird, Alex Wheelan, Amy Allen, Callum Small, Oliver Millar, Chloe Barbour,
Nahum Thompson, Nathaniel Cunningham, Kelly-Ann Dawson, Callum Young, Aidan O’Connor, Gabija Jocyte.
From front left:
Isabelle Urwin, Aryanaz Soleimani-Noori, Lois Armstrong, Leah Quaile, Rachel Flavell, Ellie Taylor.

PoliSoc
by R. Uprichard

Students Visit Empty Building
Year 13 Politics students visited an empty Parliament
Buildings to learn about the former devolved political
institutions that used to operate within. A tour and
workshop were facilitated by the Assembly Education
Service exploring the legislative and scrutiny functions
of the Assembly. A visit from serving Upper Bann MLA
and former pupil Mr J Buckley MLA topped off the visit
with some frank questioning on party policies and electoral performance. A
special thanks to Mr Buckley for having lunch with us in the Stormont canteen!

PoliSoc members participated in Armagh Banbridge and
Craigavon Council’s democracy week civic engagement
workshop. Planning proposals were scrutinised in
committees and a pursuant chamber debate and vote
resolved the issue.

Lurgan College student witnesses Brexit in Brussels
My 3-day visit to the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium was a fantastic experience, particularly as my visit coincided with
the UK’s historic exit from the EU. I delved into the inner workings of the political system, thanks to Naomi Long MEP and her
office staff Niamh, Liam, and Nathan.
The trip began as all good trips do, surrounded by strangers, a croissant in hand and some nervous introductions to the 19 other
young people from NI selected for this opportunity. Our first event was with a frazzled Civil Servant in the Northern Irish Executive
Office in Brussels who explained to us how difficult her job has been with no Executive back home for the past three years.
On the second day, I met with a journalist from Politico, an LGBTI campaigner from ILGA Europe, a Corporate Lobbyist for the
spirits industry and a political activist. These desperate groups gave a wonderful overview of political life in Brussels and set us
up nicely for a tour of the EU Parliament itself. We learned about the various institutions within the EU before spending more time
with Naomi Long which was very generous of her given her workload increase resulting from her very recent appointment as NI’s
new Justice Minister.
On the third day, things took an unexpected turn when our group was invited to role-play an imaginary law-making scenario set in
Narnia! Some of us were MPs, some of us were lobbyists and others took on the role of journalists. The role-play led to the climate
change bill not being passed, an MP killing a princess, an election, and eventually a coalition government was formed because the
vote was so split – I began to suspect that “Narnia” was in fact Northern Ireland.
Overall, the trip was an eye-opening and enjoyable experience and I felt privileged to witness history being made and to represent
Lurgan College.
Josh Wilson, Year 13, Lurgan College
29/01/2020

PoliSoc

by R. Uprichard

Brexit Radio Interviews
On the eve of the UK's exit from the European Union, BBC Radio Ulster's Evening Extra programme
sought the views of young people through a series of interviews with Lurgan College PoliSoc members.
This event provided a great opportunity for young people to articulate thier views on Brexit. It was also a
fantastic chance to get a behind-the-scenes glimpse of journalism in BBC NI's hub in Broadcasting House,
Belfast.

Westminster Trip
PoliSoc visited Westminster in November 2019 where the sights and sounds of
the city in full "buzz" were experienced. A tour of the UK Supreme Court kicked
off the day, including an audience with Lurgan born Lord Justice Kerr. A tour of
the sights of Westminster and Whitehall ensued, including a visit to Buckingham
Palace and the iconic front door of Number 10 Downing Street. Former pupil Kyle
Parks, who serves on the Falklands Desk of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office,
gave a wonderful tour of their 1886 George Gilbert Scott building. As we visited
during the week of national Remembrance, pupils were elected to lay poppies in the Westminster Garden of
Remembrance and at the memorial to PC Keith Palmer at the foot of Big Ben. The highlight of the trip was
our afternoon visit to the Houses of Parliament, where educational workshops and a guided tour helped to
bring our democratic insitutions to life. As the sun set, the chance was taken to enjoy some of the Christmas
lights that had just been turned on in Caraby Street; another excellent Westminster visit completed!

History

Ski Report
2019-2020
The ski club continued its success of recent years, with large numbers of pupils participating.
The quality of the skiing continued to improve with many of the year 11’s already being competent skiers.
The ski club is always looking for new members so if you can ski or are interested in learning a new sport,
sign up next year.
         

Interhouse Skiing
Interhouse
Skiing

It was finally held in January this year on a lovely but chilly evening which encouraged good levels of
support for a thrilling competition.
The quality of skiing in the interhouse competition was higher than ever with some very close races
providing some very exciting racing.
The new format which was introduced last year of 6 skiers per team and mixed teams continued to prove a
success, which resulted in a higher standard of skiing and closer racing as the result.
It was all change this year with last years’ joint winners Harper dropping to 3rd place in the standings.
Boulger were unable to improve on their position from the previous year remaining in 4th place. Cowan put
pressure on Kirkpatrick right up until the very end when Kirkpatrick’s skill enabled them to maintain their
place at the top of the table for another year.
The overall results were as follows:1st Kirkpatrick 65 pts
2nd Cowan 59 pts
3rd Harper 46 pts
4th Boulger 39pts
Mr Patterson would like to thank all the pupils who skied excellently and conducted themselves impeccably,
and also to the House teachers who helped officiate and make the night possible.

Music 2019-2020
by J. Abraham

Professional London based vocal
ensemble, ORA Singers, launched
a Youth Composer Competition.
Lurgan College pupil, Patrick Lappin,
was selected as one of the ten overall
finalists and at the Competition Final
Concert was awarded the Audience’s
Choice Award. The Competition was
adjudicated by Stephen Fry (Chair),
Chief Executive of Sound and Music
Susanna Eastburn MBE, worldrenowned composer John Rutter CBE
and Director of New Music at Edition
Peters Katie Tearle MBE.

Mr Robinson with Patrick Lappin

What a wonderful opportunity for
pupils and staff alike, to experience
the musicianship of Sam Rotman. We
were awed by his amazing display of
virtuosity, wooed by his genuine warmth
and interest in the pupils and, motivated
by his inspirational words of testimony,
wisdom and advice. We were delighted
that Sam, who has performed all over
the world, can now add Lurgan College
to his list! A superb experience and we
look forward to his return to Northern
Ireland.

Sam Rotman Performing

Christmas
Concert 2019

Christmas
Concert 2019

Interhouse Music
Competition

December 2019

Winners of House Music 2019
Harper, adjudicator Lisa Costley

Physics
At the end of the last school year, Year 11 took part in an online quiz organised by Oxford University, testing
their Physics knowledge. All pupils who took part were awarded certificates. The top scorers are in the
photograph.

Year 12 had the opportunity to take part in the Intermediate Physics Challenge, congratulations to
Chloe Hamilton who received a Bronze award.
Nathaniel Cunningham, Igor Ochojski and Jonathan Redpath in Year 13 were awarded certificates for their
exam entries for the AS Physics Challenge.
Year 14 Physics pupils all
took part in the Senior Physics
Challenge and were awarded
certificates.

In October Peter McCullough, Callum Small and Igor Ochojski all attended Civilisation Belfast, organised
by QUB. This was a fantastic opportunity to visit key parts of Belfast and see how engineering was involved
in their design and construction.
AS students were invited to attend a lecture given by Professor Monica Grady at Lismore Comprehensive.
Professor
Monica Grady
being presented
with the
Robinson medal.
Micah Carson
pictured.

House Reports
Boulger
Having led for a long period last year, Boulger were quietly
confident as it approached the 2019/20 campaign. New
House Captains, Ryan Allen and Laura Butler, were hoping
to be well supported by an enthusiastic and hardworking
team of House Prefects as they aimed to claim that elusive
trophy.
Once again an impressive start saw us win the Quiz quite
comfortably and we were placed well in Cross Country,
although any momentum gained was lost as we followed
this up with a disappointing last place in both Volleyball and
Rugby. Yet again we struggled in Music, despite the best
efforts of some very talented individuals. Although it has
to be said that we were very unlucky not to win, given how
close the scores were. The next generation of Boulger does
give us hope for the future. Jake Watters, Abigail Wilson
and Anna Lawther all wowed the judges in Music and Joel
Cordner announced himself as a very impressive Public
Speaker.
Despite the cancellation of some events due to Cornonavirus,
the House Prefects can reflect on the contribution they
made to the House. They led from the front and certainly
showed passion and determination throughout and I thank
them for that. Special thanks to the Boulger staff MW, JBA
and JA for their help, advice and support over the course
of the year. They certainly are invaluable members of the
team. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again….next year is
our year!
N. Ross

Cowan

This is normally a time when I begin running through each
competition. Speaking of Cowan’s successes and near
successes. Praising each volunteer for all their hard work.
That I will still do. In Rugby, Volleyball, Cross Country and
all the other sporting competitions that we had, it was never
an issue to get those in Cowan to do their bit. In every single
year group there were eager sports people to get involved
and do their bit. With our non-sporting competitions, the
Quiz and Public Speaking, again pupils got involved and it
was an opportunity they embraced.
Our Musical performance, as always was amazing. I always
have so much respect for our musicians who put in so much
time, effort, and heart. And for the rest of the house, it is
great to see the spirit of everyone joining together for the
whole house.

Our Hockey competition was scheduled for what would
turn out to be the last week of school. It was not played
as all extra curricular and sporting activities had to be
cancelled. I believe I held onto hope that this would
be a short term measure. Surely we would still have
Sport’s Day? Surely we would still finish the House
Competitions. In times of uncertainty we want to cling
on to what we know and we love. I know the people in
Cowan, I know they were excited for Sport’s Day. I felt
their disappointment!
And so schools are closed. Covid-19 has taken the world
and changed it in an incredibly significant way. We will
have no Supreme House Champion for 2020 (and I actually
thought Kirkpatrick might beat us this time!!). This is a very
strange idea. I think about the deep history of the house system
in Lurgan College and how much it means to the school. I
certainly look forward to September and starting to pursue the
title again. Thanks to all our house prefects this year, you have
been great!

At this moment I look outside the competition (which
myself and fellow Heads of House love) and see this
alternate life we are now living. I hope that everyone, no
matter what house you are in will stay safe and I hope
that, even if we didn’t finish the year, that you have some
amazing memories to look back on.
L Rowlinson

Harper

Before the 2019-20 campaign got underway, it was
interesting to note that the Supreme House Champions
over the previous 8 years had been HARPER-CowanCowan-Cowan-HARPER-Cowan-Cowan-Cowan.
Therefore, even the most mathematically challenged of
us could not fail to notice a recurring pattern beginning
to emerge – in summary this was going to be HARPER’s
year again!
We certainly made an extremely promising start at the
end of September when our boys displayed their superb
rugby skills in overcoming the opposition in fine style.
This was followed up by a very creditable 2nd place
in the Quiz, but unfortunately our Cross Country team
only managed to get the better of Boulger just before
Halloween. At this stage of proceedings, as we all went
off on our half-term break, the “scores on the doors”
revealed how tight things were going to be this year.
Yes, HARPER were in the lead but only 10 points ahead
of Cowan, who themselves were just 10 points ahead of
Kirkpatrick, who were also 10 points ahead of Boulger –
all to play for in the run-up to Christmas.

Two further competitions took place in the second part of
the autumn term. In late November there was the Volleyball
which proved to be frustrating to watch, as we clearly had
enough ability to win the event. Lack of concentration
in serving proved to be our downfall which allowed
Cowan and Kirkpatrick to share the victory, with the only
consolation for us being the fact that we could always rely
on Boulger to bring up the rear!
As always, one of the highlights of the inter-house
competitions is the Music during the last week before
Christmas. You are always guaranteed plenty of stress,
tears, panic and last minute adjustments in the build-up
to this fantastic day in the school calendar, but wasn’t it
all worth it?? The quality and variety of musical items on
display from all 4 houses throughout the day were first
class, but it was pretty obvious that one house stood out
from the others, and this was confirmed by the judges
when it was announced that HARPER were the winners –
cue the jubilant celebrations from the Red Army!

Mrs Delport and Mrs Buttery. Here’s to a successful, but
more importantly, healthy and happy 2020-21 campaign,
hopefully starting from September!

B Faith

Kirkpatrick

Despite the untimely end to the Inter-House competition of
2019-20, Kirkpatrick emerge triumphant.

Following on from a promising start in House Rugby and
the Inter-House Quiz, Kirkpatrick still needed a few solid
wins in the bag to ensure we stayed in the running for a
top result. Motivated in no small part by the ongoing fierce
rivalry with Cowan, Kirkpatrick pressed on for strong
results in Cross Country and Volleyball. The Inter-House
Music competition was, despite a discouraging result, a
fantastic day as always and team spirit was resilient in the
face of disappointment. A huge well done to all Kirkpatrick
This now meant that, as we looked forward to bringing musical acts.
in 2020, HARPER had extended their overall lead to 15,
with Cowan still in second position, and it appeared that Motivated to move up the leaderboard, the Greens proved
Kirkpatrick were now joining Boulger as the perennial their strength in the Inter-House Skiing competition.
“also-rans”. Well, little did we know what the new year With a win to spur us on, we sealed the deal with a very
had in store for us, both in terms of a “green surge” from successful Netball competition, with both the Year 11 and
Miss Brackenbridge’s underdogs, and also the incredible Senior teams fighting hard for a top result. Chloe Hamilton
and unprecedented event, on a global scale, which we were and Leah Quaile were victorious in their public speaking
about to be faced with?
efforts, rounding up the competition for the year in this
new House event and working tirelessly to produce highly
For Harper, the spring term proved to be our downfall persuasive and engaging speeches. Well done girls!
with only 3rd place in both the inaugural Public Speaking
completion (Rosie & Nathaniel – well done to you both) I would like to thank this year’s House Prefects and all Year
and the Skiing, and unfortunately our Netball efforts – 14 Kirkpatrick for their stellar contributions to this year’s
well, the less said about that, the better! Remarkably, these competition. Lucy, Jack, Poppy and Luke, you have been
three events were all won by Kirkpatrick and even more a superb leadership team and I am genuinely sad that we
remarkable was that this was going to be the end of our must end the competitive year prematurely. Circumstances
inter-house competition for 2019-20 due to Covid-19, and aside, the final score at the end of the competition will
it wasn’t even the end of March!!
always point to your success and victory. Well done to you
all, and to everyone who represented Kirkpatrick this year!
Yes, Coronavirus forced us to curtail not just house events
but our normal school life as we know it. Was it a genuine A Brackenridge
victory for the “Greens” this year without the Hockey,
Swimming, Athletics and Tug-of-War? Probably not, but
well done to Harper in finishing in first place at the time
of us “shutting up shop” and going home and staying at
home.
Finally, a very big “thank you” to all our hard working
House Prefects, especially our captains and vice-captains,
Katie, Ryan. Lucy and Patrick, and, of course not
forgetting the invaluable help and support from Mrs Duke,

Scripture Union
Report
Scripture Union has enjoyed a year of rich blessings from God throughout all the activities and events that
were organised by the committee. These have been enriching times of fellowship and fun and we trust they
have been beneficial. S.U. explored many topics throughout the year. We kicked off September with the theme
of ‘Hymns’ where we looked into the background and meaning of some of the most well known hymns we sing
today. Following that, we enjoyed a series on ‘Back to basics’ in which we studied some of the fundamental
practices and struggles that play into Christianity and with the aid of Scripture Union’s ‘Shine’ video resource
we spent our time in January growing as small groups in God’s word.
From September until the end of October, we looked into 3 classic songs that are sung by Christians all
over the world. We had the background and meaning of ‘It is Well’, ‘Amazing Grace’ and ‘In Christ Alone’
explained to us clearly which helped us see how the message of Jesus’ death of the cross has spurred on
Christians throughout history. From November we stripped back Christianity to its basics. By refining our
understanding of being saved, growing in our faith, worshipping God, serving him and ‘fishing’ for disciples
we have established a stronger foundation on which we put trust in God. Sprinkled throughout the term
we enjoyed hearing the testimonies of some of our own student members and were richly blessed by the
contribution of the musicians who lead us in praise.
To commence the new decade, S.U. became a bigger part of the organisation by using the video resource
‘Shine’, which is used by schools all over the province. It encouraged us to take a step of faith by talking to
others about Jesus.
This academic year has been incredibly rewarding for every member, teacher and leader of Scripture Union.
While this year certainly had its challenges, as a committee we can see how God has used it to challenge and
shape his people in school. We pray that what we have learnt this year will emanate in our hearts.

by Peter Dundas

SU House party
Our S.U. weekend this year was from the 18th-21st October in Castlewellan Castle, and it’s safe to say
everyone was excited! The weekend proved itself to be a lot of fun and did not disappoint whatsoever, we hope
it was a time of fun, friendship and fellowship for all who went. We were joined by our guest speaker John T
Graham from Hill Street Presbyterian who spoke on the theme of ‘Desiring God’. We saw how our desire to
know and love God is often flawed, but because we believe Jesus has died on the cross we can get up every day
and trust God is building that desire within us. We cannot thank John enough for his honesty and willingness
to come and open God’s word with us.
Friday night commenced with an unorthodox game night in which we played ‘Through the keyhole’, consisting
of pre-recorded videos of our heads of S.U. leading a tour around unsuspecting peers’ houses. Preceded by a
time of worship, John took us through our main problem – why we don’t desire God. This set up the rest of his
talks brilliantly as we were able to have the right perspective thanks to his teaching.
Saturday morning met us with a hall beaming with sunlight as we met for our second session. Once again,
John was able to exegete the word of God brilliantly as he spoke on how God desires us, because he loves
and therefore died to save us. We kept the afternoon open for everyone to spend time together building
relationships, along the way we took a walk around the maze and ended up in the local shop. As the sun came
down, we took to the parlour for ice cream and enjoyed watching the heart-breaking New Zealand – Ireland
rugby match. John brought us a word on why we should desire God, which certainly challenged our hearts.
Finally, we spent our Sunday looking at how we can desire God, using practical examples to do so. We took
our annual group photo on the steps and boarded the coach back home.
To sum up, the S.U. weekend was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended and was spiritually refreshing. Luke
Steele in year 13 had this to say of the weekend “The weekend is always a highlight of my school year, great
memories are always made”. A massive thank you is due to the teachers who eagerly gave up their weekend to
be with us and encourage us as an S.U. Their patience and commitment is greatly appreciated!

by Peter Dundas

Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme 2019
Several weekends of harsh training on the cold waters of Lough Erne had led to this point. Most of us had never picked up a canoe
paddle before the training but now we felt like experts. Taken under the wing of a true veteran of the sport, Elaine “Shooter”
Alexander, the first female to successfully canoe around the coastline of the entire island of Ireland. Rain or snow, Shooter taught us
that no matter what the circumstances, it is essential to never give up and keep going until the end. Often repeating the quote, “ When
you feel like quitting, think about why you started.” She confidently reminded us that a true professional on and off the river could
canoe in just ‘one inch’ of water. Under her experienced guidance, we learnt to paddle through treacherous conditions, tie 4 canoes
together and even successfully perform rescue missions in the event of an emergency. Not all aspects of the training weekends were
tough; we were often rewarded for our hard work. After a long day spent on the Lough, we were rewarded with access to the local
leisure facilities and we sure made the most of it. On one occasion spending up to 20 minutes in the sauna and on another, getting to
spend time exploring one of Lough Erne’s most proud historical attractions on Devenish Island which is home to one of the oldest
monasteries in Ireland famed for its 12th century round tower. After the practice expeditions, one thing was for certain; we were in
prime condition to complete our examined expedition.
On the dawn of a new day, we scrambled from our beds, bags packed, clothes ready, motivated for the final part of the expedition.
Placing our barrels in the back of the canoe, aptly named “HMS Waterboy,” the majestic fleet of accomplished vessels set sail for
the SHARE discovery centre of Enniskillen. Set to travel around 18 km per day through the canals of County Leitrim and the vast
straits of Lough Erne. Within hours of paddling, we felt a real sense of community with fellow sailors and were always greeted with
a pleasant wave from passing vessels. Paddling along canals, often the tranquillity was interrupted by a bloodcurdling scream of
“BOAT!” signalling the approach of an oncoming vessel. Although there were a few close calls we always managed to safely vacate
to the riverbanks avoiding a collision.
Fortunately, our expedition took place during the warmest summer week of the year and so there were many positives of this. From
past experience we cannot recall a more satisfying feeling than floating down the unpolluted canals that pierced through the beautiful
landscape like a khopesh sword. With the wind unseen and the sun beaming down on us from above, we travelled most of our
journeys in shorts and t-shirts. However, the scorching weather did not always prove to be helpful as some members learnt the hard
way. Two of our group members finished the expedition with extreme sun burn, one of them decided not to put on cream the whole
week because he believed the burn would ‘turn into a tan’, the other one was simply not cut out for that sort of weather. During our
time on the rivers and loughs, we did manage to find some interesting objects, which could be used to our advantage. For example,
we found a football and a rugby ball, which kept us entertained when we pitched in our tents and had time to kill. We also found
some rope, which came in useful when we needed to tie our canoes together. However, some other objects were not so useful such
as a toilet seat, a guitar and a few massive dead pikes.
Whilst our examiner was impressed with our physical progress, he often found humour in some of our food choices. For example,
some of our more prepared members had organised thin packaged meals to which he repeatedly slapped against a stone table,
laughing hysterically. One of our members decided to live off beans for the whole week due to the fact they can be eaten when warm
and cold. Unfortunately, our other members had to suffer the consequences of this! Shooter once said ‘take only photos, leave only
footprints’. Although we did our best to stay off our phones, we did enjoy watching the Champions league Final and often celebrated
in song when fellow sailors passed by.
The highlight of our trip was most definitely on day 3 when we found a rope swing, which soared over the meandering canal. As
we passed it at 8:30 am in the morning, several group members swung on the swing whilst the other watched gleefully. Once again,
despite the sun drying us instantly, some members forgot to top up on sun cream, ending the final day in the form of a tomato. Our
last stretch proved to be one of the hardest parts of our expedition. As luck would have it, the sun submerged behind the thickened
clouds as the rain battered us from above filling our canoes with water. With the wind against us, and Mother Nature reminding us
of her danger, we used every last drop of energy within our bodies to fight the conditions and emerge victorious. Just as we entered
the warm welcoming docks of the SHARE centre, the sun pierced through the clouds. A beam of sun illuminated the tears of joy in
Mr Buttery’s eyes. As we sang songs of joy, Shooter congratulated us on a job well done.

Matthew Wells, Adam Leathem, Andrew Combe

Community Service

As is always the focus on the Community Service
committee, preparations for Harvest and the delivery
of hampers to the local community was our first
priority as we started the new academic year. Pupils
from all year groups kindly donated fresh fruit, flowers
and vegetables to the cause, filling enough hampers to
deliver to over thirty of our elderly neighbours and
friends. It is a pleasure to meet and chat with them,
and certainly a highlight each year.
As November and December raced by, the committee
prepared to do it all again at Christmas time. With the
kind support of all pupils and, notably, the support and
organisation of House teachers, Christmas hampers
were delivered in the final week of term. We are so
grateful to pupils and staff for their kind donations
to the Christmas hamper project; without it, the visits
would not be made possible.
In October, the committee made a donation of £400 to
the Lesedi School Project in South Africa following
several bun sales and assemblies. In November, the
largest Lurgan College team to date supported Save
the Children by volunteering at the Lurgan Branch’s
Coffee Morning at Waringstown Parish Hall. Pupils
served tea, coffee and traybakes, helped along by
their beloved Mrs A Knox to whom we are thankful
for this volunteering opportunity. Most recently,
Leah Gorman raised £100 by fasting from social
media for 24hours and gaining support from family

by A. Brackenridge

and friends. She donated this to Concern Ireland,
a charity who address specific causes of extreme
poverty in communities across 23 countries. Equally,
pupils continue to sponsor children through Fields of
Life, an International Development organisation with
twenty five years of experience of working in East
Africa, seeking to work with partners in providing
sustainable community development. The committee
send letters back and forth to their sponsored children,
and again wish to thank pupils for their kind donations
to this ongoing project.
Following a successful non-uniform day, a donation
was made to Charlene’s Project to support their
2020 VISION to build a local secondary school
for the 6,500 children who attend Kahara, Kirwala,
Bunyama, Runyanya, Kothongola, Diika, Nyinga and
St Livingstone Primary Schools in western Uganda.
Charlene’s Project has always been a cause close to
the heart of Lurgan College.
Thank you to all committee members for their hard
work throughout the year. It has been a super year for
the group and we look forward with excitement to
what the rest of the term holds!

Community Service
Saphara Trip

by A. Brackenridge

In July 2019, Anna, Dylan, Rachel and Anna set off on the journey of a lifetime to India. They joined teammates
from Sullivan Upper School, Down High School and St Ronan’s College to make the LHD Saphara Team of
2019. Saphara, a local charity whose main objective is to empower the local people of Northern India through
education, provided this once in a lifetime opportunity to our four trailblazers from Lurgan College.
Saphara’s goal is to see fewer young girls dropping out of full time education, and to encourage young people
to foster skills and dispositions in a safe learning environment which equip them for bright futures. Education
as a means of empowerment is at the heart of all that Saphara does in India. Working alongside educators in
several partner schools, Saphara helps to fund, deliver and promote education in several schools as well as
investing in local community projects.
The team spent almost a year fundraising for the trip, but only when we arrived at the schools did we fully
realise the significance of Saphara’s involvement. Teaching in two very different schools, SNEHA school in
the bustling city of Dehradun and Kaplani High School in the foothills of the Himalayas, the team encountered
both urban and rural poverty and were challenged daily. While delivering English, Geography, P.E and dance
lessons, the team interacted with and invested in children who are so often considered to be ‘untouchables’
by the world outside their classroom. Anna, Dylan, Rachel and Anna were outstanding ambassadors for the
school, working effectively with both staff and pupils in both schools and honouring their intention to respect
and learn from a different culture.
“After two weeks I can say with full confidence that I am completely privileged and incredibly fortunate to have
experienced this journey with 18 of the most amazing young people I’ve ever met. I have been permanently
affected by the amazing children whom I have had the honour of working with and teaching.’ Dylan Watters
“This was an immensely enjoyable and moving experience in which I feel I have grown as a person. I will
forever be thankful for this opportunity and the people I have met and grown to love.” Anna McRoberts
“I have seen people, with a mere fraction of what essentials we possess, still live a good life filled with more
love and contentment than us in N.I. This has encouraged me to place less focus on money and materialistic
items that provide superficial happiness and induce a veiling sense of anxiety. I have learnt to care and
emphasise the love and memories I have made and can make in my life.” Anna Cairns
“It sounds clichéd, but those children have taught me more than I could have possibly tried to teach them. This
has made me want to continue to make a difference, no matter how small.” Rachel Bowkett
To those who supported the inaugural Lurgan College Saphara team, thank you sincerely. It was an honour
and privilege to meet and work with the children we encountered. The trip would not have been possible with
the parental support, kind donations and words of encouragement from the extended Lurgan College family.
Thank you!
You can read all about our journey here: www.saphara.org/post/lhd-team-2019
Miss A Brackenridge

Saphara

Personal
Development
Fun During
Personal Development

Year 13 and Year 14 students as part of their Personal
Development Programme enjoyed a taster session of
Taekwondo

12th Year Ceramics

Emily Pringle

Caleb Johnstone

Hannah Reavie

Nicole Thompson

Art & Design

Luke Steele, with Mr Robinson and
Mrs Barbour. Luke was awarded 1st
in GCSE Art & Design
True Colours Exhibition Trip

Art & Design trip to the Ulster Museum to see the
Royal Ulster Academy Exhibition
Callum Small's GCSE art work
was chosen to hang in the True
Colours Exhibition which show
cases the most gifted young
artists and designers. The opening
night was held in the Ulster
Museum on 16 January 2020.
The exhibition was officially
opened by the Chief Executive
of CCEA, Education Manager of
Art & Design, a representative of
the Ulster Museum and a guest
speaker. A large crowd of invited
guests and students gathered.
Each successful student was
interviewed regarding their piece
of work. Big congratulations to
Callum on his success!

Ceara & Lurgan College Shared Education
This year, a group of Lurgan College pupils welcomed a Ceara class to
school every Wednesday morning. They came for an hour and enjoyed
working with clay, paints, charcoal and textiles. Unfortunately, our clay
animals were unable to be finished due to the closure of the school
because of COVID-19. Nonetheless, we enjoyed the time spent with
these special pupils and look foward to another year when we learn new
skills and are able to have fun sharing these with others.

Home Economics
by C. McTernaghan

Thirty-nine Year 12 pupils spent the first term scanning recipe books, websites and food magazines in
preparation for their GCSE practical exam. Their task was to plan and prepare a range of dishes that would
be suitable for adults aged 65 and over. The pupils were allocated three hours to prepare and cook their
dishes and to show off their culinary skills. The menus in many cases would read well in any restaurant:
………………
Authentic Mexican chicken stew served with a fresh chickpea salad
Crispy grilled mackerel on a bed of Caesar vegetables and new season baby potatoes
Homemade spiced carrot and lentil soup, garnished with yoghurt and toasted cumin seeds and served with
a rustic wheaten bread
Meringue tranche served with a scattering of fresh seasonal berries
………………

Netball

by M. Wann

NETBALL MATCH LURGAN COLLEGE SENIOR TEAM VS SPORTS ACADEMY
GEORGE

The netball club meets every Thursday for an hour after school where they separate into teams and play
friendly matches against each other to develop their skills as a team. The highlight of the club this year took
place on Wednesday 2nd of October, when the members hosted a netball match versus a team from “Sports
Academy George” which is based in South Africa. Their team arranged this match as part of their netball tour.
The match began in the afternoon and, despite a valiant effort by the Lurgan College team, they had to concede
defeat to this much more experienced team with a score of 35-10. However, a great time was had by all and
the Lurgan College girls thoroughly enjoyed the experience and opportunity of playing a team, not only from
another school, but from another country.

Rugby 1st XV

by K. McCallan
Played 18

Won 9 Tied 2 Lost 7

The rugby season began with high expectations and a
commitment from coaches and players that we would
play ’15 man rugby’. We certainly had a squad of
players capable of running the ball and it was hoped
that given the opportunity and freedom to do so that
they would enjoy the game and push for honours.
The season started against local rivals Portadown
College and first half scores from Luke Forsyth and
Ryan Holmes (2) saw us race into a half time lead
of 17-5 having played some excellent rugby. Upon
reflection, the second half epitomized our entire season
as we somehow contrived, through indiscipline and
our own unforced errors to lose the game 22-17 as the
visitors scored with the last play of the game.
The squad put this disappointment quickly behind them
and embarked on a winning streak of 6 consecutive
games starting with RBAI ‘Seniors’ at Osborne Park.
Tries from Ryan Allen (2), Harry Bird (2), Adam Black,
Justin Burns, Luke Forsyth and Josh Woods along with
4 conversions from Harry took us to a comfortable
victory.
We then travelled to Antrim GS to take on the hosts and
Strabane Academy in a round robin ‘blitz’. In shortened
games we were too strong for Strabane as tries from
Ryan Allen, Justin Burns and Harry Bird saw us to
a comfortable 21-0 victory, before a 10 – 0 win over
Antrim. Tries from Patrick Lappin and Luke Forsyth
sealed the win, as our pack was much too strong in
both attack and defense for the hosts.
Another local derby followed with the visit of Dromore
HS to the Lough Road. Another bright start saw Alex
Dixon score following a ‘snap’ try. Our Achilles heel
of giving away a high number of penalties again
gave Dromore a way back into the game when they
scored following a series of pick and go’s. Josh Woods
restored our advantage with a fine score in the corner
and with another Harry Bird conversion we led 14-5 at
half time.
A sloppy start to the second half and another barrage
of penalties saw Dromore reduce the deficit to 14-10.
However this time it was our turn to hit back quickly

with a score in the corner from the dynamic Ryan
Allen. When Harry converted this we held a
comfortable 21-10 lead. We never believe in making
things easy for ourselves and some poor decision
making led to a Dromore try and conversion to
make it 21-17 and this time we managed to just
about hold on, and we held the opposition up over
our line to seal the narrowest of victories! Yet again,
though the warning signs were there that a lack of
discipline could hurt us if we didn’t eradicate this
from our game. This game also unfortunately ended
the season of Adam Black with a serious knee injury
– a great disappointment for him as he had started
the season so well.
The following week, we welcomed Carrickfergus
GS and it became apparent quickly that we would
be too strong. Scores from Ryan Holmes, Ben
Marsden, Paddy Lappin, Harry Bird and Luke
Forsyth saw us lead 33-3 at half time. Further early
scores in the second half from Ewen Mulligan and
Harry Bird again meant that the 2nd XV played out
the remainder of the game, with Harry completing a
hat-trick to finish the game 47-3.
We next headed to Banbridge for the final episode
in our trilogy of local derbies. In a tightly contested
first half, we eventually broke the deadlock through
captain Luke Forsyth with Harry converting to
make it 7-0. The lead was doubled by half time
after an excellent blind side move from scrum saw
Ewen Mulligan put Ryan Allen in space before Josh
Woods scored on the wing.
Banbridge started the second half brightly and a
score under the posts halved our advantage. This
proved a catalyst for some terrific rugby and Harry
Bird raced in from just inside the Banbridge half after
a delightful Ben Marsden offload. Provider soon
turned recipient Ben Marsden got a much deserved
score from pick and go himself to see us to a 26-7
victory. This was a real boost as we approached our
first Schools League game the following week at
Cambridge House.
We travelled to Eaton Park, home of Ballymena
RFC to play a strong Cambridge side in front of a
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large vociferous crowd. Ultimately, we just didn’t start
quickly enough and found ourselves 8-0 down after
only 7 minutes. We hung in well until the brink of halftime when two scores in a matter of five minutes took
the game away from us.
We began the second half well and when Ben Marsden
scored from a quick tap penalty there was hope of a
comeback. That was short-lived as Cambridge replied
with a score of their own before Ben Marsden scored
his second as a consolation in the dying minutes. The
result of 29-12 was a fair reflection of the dominance
of the home side and it meant our next game against
Omagh Academy was a ‘must win’.
Our only home game of the group saw us disappointly
replicate the slow start from the previous week and
Omagh led 14-0 at half time. A few home truths at
half time saw us produce a second half performance
to be proud of with the pack taking the fight to Omagh
in immense fashion.. Close range scores from Ewen
Mulligan and Luke Forsyth saw us reduce the deficit to
14-12, before Omagh hit back with a sucker punch in
the corner to lead 19-12. In the dying minutes another
momentous effort from the forwards saw the captain
barge over and with Harry Bird converting a difficult
kick from the 15m line the final score was 19-19.
Whilst this ultimately meant that we couldn’t make it
out of our group, we had restored a lot of pride.
The visit of Foyle College allowed players to be rested
and a full rotation of players to get game time. A 4314 win meant that a number of year 12 boys got to
experience 1st XV rugby for this first time, and Angus
Cunningham in particular was starting to make a name
for himself.
A narrow loss to a strong RBAI 2nd XV 21-14,
although disappointing was great preparation for our
most difficult schools league game on paper – away
to Ballyclare HS. We started the game playing with a
strong breeze at our backs but struggled to maintain
possession of the ball for long enough periods and
when we turned around 7-0 down there was danger
that the hosts would inflict a heavy defeat upon us.
The guts and determination shown in defence was
second to none and although we conceded three times
to eventually succumb 24-0 we certainly earned the
respect of our opponents.

That result meant that we dropped into the Schools
Bowl competition in the new year.
Before that we had a number of matches pre
Christmas, starting with a round robin at Campbell
College against CCB and Ballymena’s 2nd XV’s.
A 10-0 win over Ballymena was followed by a 7-7
draw against CCB.
Our final game before the Christmas break was
against Regent House and this was probably our
performance of the season. A 38-7 win saw us
dominate the game and play some scintillating rugby
in the process with scores from Simon Cartwright,
Ryan Allen (3) and Harry Bird.
Needless to say we entered the New Year full of
confidence that we could challenge for silverware
and although we lost away to Limavady in a close
game we travelled to Portadown College for the
Bowl in fine spirit.
Despite conceding an early penalty our pack showed
that they had the upper hand and when Luke Forsyth
crashed over we took a 5-3 lead. Almost immediately
we conceded another penalty before Justin Burns
scored in the corner after excellent work from the
backs. A 10-6 lead and a considerable wind at our
backs meant that we were the clear favourites and
when Luke crashed over again after a lineout catch
and drive the 15-6 lead, with only 15 minutes left
a spot in the semi-final was within our grasp. It
was now that our early season tendency to let the
opposition needlessly back into the game came
back to haunt us, and with an avalanche of penalties
inviting Portadown onto us we conceded with 5
minutes left to narrow our advantage to 15-13. With
momentum with them the home side scored again
in the dying minutes to win 20-15 and leave us
desolate.
Truth be told I’m not sure we ever recovered from
this. An away draw to Larne GS in the Trophy ¼ final presented us with a chance to redeem ourselves
against a side that had struggled for much of the
season. The truth is, that home advantage is exactly
that, and bar Omagh, we played all our ‘big games’
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away. Despite an early score again from the irrepressible Ryan Allen we never got going and after conceding
before half time to trail 7-5 we never coped with the pressure from the home side and the strong wind.
Again, we had our chances but just couldn’t convert them and once again our discipline let us down and we
exited the competition and our season came to an abrupt end.
This result was a massive disappointment for a team that had promised so much and who ‘on their day’
played outstanding rugby. That is the beauty of sport – if you have a bad day at the office that is all it takes.
Ultimately we will all look back at a huge opportunity missed. However, we learn most from our failures
and this will, I hope, be a lesson for each one of us going forward.
I have thoroughly enjoyed working with this group and I sincerely hope that the leavers go on to play club
rugby after they finish – they would be a tremendous asset to the game. To them all – I just want to say
‘thank you’ for their contribution to Lurgan College rugby over the last 4 years.
To our stayers, we must dust ourselves down, and get up and fight another day and I’m very much looking
forward to next year already. Meliora sequor!

Played 12 Won

2 Tied

0 Lost

10

Rugby 2nd XV

2019-20 saw a mixed year for Lurgan College’s 2nd
XV. This year’s 2nd XV squad was a reasonably
young squad with a number of Year 12 boys making
the step up from Medallion XV. The squad was led
this year by both Lewis Fryers and Scott Morrow
while a number of year 13 pupils lent their experience
to the rest of the squad.
September started with a tough 42-0 loss against
Portadown College at home. However that was
followed by a much improved performance against
RBAI the following week, this time losing 20-5, with
Scott Morrow scoring Lurgan’s try. The performance
at Osborne Park was much more encouraging with a
number of young players impressing throughout.
This was followed up by the visit of a strong Dromore
HS side, who won comfortably, but in usual fashion
the squad responded very well and put on another
improved performance. We finished off September by
coming up short in a closely contested game against
Campbell College Belfast, losing 14-3, but the squad
left feeling there were a lot of positives to take away.
October opened with a midweek match against Royal
School Armagh’s 3rd XV followed by an away
game against Banbridge Academy 2nd XV, which
Banbridge won 26-0. Due to the start of the School’s
Cup, the 2nd XV didn’t have any fixtures again until
November.
However, a number of players got their good form
rewarded with a place on the 1st XV bench for the
School’s Cup match against Cambridge House.
Special mention should go to Cameron Wright and
Charlie Williamson who backed up impressive early
season performances for the 2nd XV and made a
number of appearances in the 1st XV squad over the
course of the season.
November was a busy month for rugby in Lurgan
College, with the 2nd XV playing four fixtures in two
weeks. We welcomed Omagh Academy this week,
who ran out 17-12 winners but there continued to be
a lot of positives on show. Andrew Watters impressed
off the bench, scoring one of our tries, with the other
coming from out half Charlie Williamson.

by T. Gibson

This match was good preparation for the upcoming
2nd XV cup fixture against Limavady Grammar
School. The squad was in a positive mood on the
journey up and started very well, with captain Lewis
Fryers scoring an early try. Limavady GS crept back
in to the game and eventually ran out 27-7 winners,
but, despite the disappointment, there were a lot of
positives to take away and our players were a credit
to Lurgan College.
The third in the block of these four fixtures was
against Foyle College, and this was a much more
positive result, earning our first win of the season 120. This was a good day over all for Lurgan College
with all three teams winning their respective fixtures.
Andrew Watters once again impressed off the bench
against Foyle, while prop Jack McLean put in another
excellent performance. November finished off with a
loss against RBAI 3rd XV, 45-5, Number 8 Bartek
Tzack scored our try.
The 2nd XV only had one fixture against in December,
against a well drilled Ballyclare HS 2nd XV, and
our fixture against Campbell College Belfast the
following week was called off.
The term finished with two extended squads for the
1st XV, with a number of the 2nd XV squad travelling,
firstly in a round robin with Campbell College Belfast
and Ballymena Academy, and then against Regent
House. Back row John Patience impressed in the
round robin, while scrum half Johnny Gough got
rewarded for his continued improvement with the 2nd
XV to earn a bench place against Regent House.
The new term opened with a 20-0 loss against
Limavady GS but perhaps the best result of the season
came the following Wednesday, as the 2nd XV beat
Larne GS 8-0 in the 2nd XV trophy. Jack McLean
once against impressed, as did Jamie Elliot and our
centres, year 12 Fergus McDonald and Year 14 Adam
Benson. Winger Lukas Mickevicius got the only
score of the game, which was well deserved given
Lukas’ reliability and enthusiasm on match days and
training throughout the year. The win here meant the

Rugby 2nd XV
Continued....

2nd XV progressed to the QF’s of the Trophy.
The season finished with our last competitive game, losing 22-7 in the QF of the 2nd XV School’s Trophy to
eventual competition winners Regent House. Rhys Whithorn put in a good performance and scored Lurgan
College’s only try. Johnny Gough again displayed his continued improvement, as he did all season while
Johnny McElhinney once again worked hard throughout the game.
A big thank you to the 2nd XV squad throughout this season, especially to leavers Lewis Fryers,
Scott Morrow, Adam Benson and Luke Currie.

Rugby 3rd XV
Played

3

Won

0 Tied

0

Lost

by K. McCallan

3

This year we had a large number of players in the Senior school and so we tried to get the 3rd XV a number
of games. This started with a worthwhile early friendly against the ‘Medallion’ XV which ended in a 5-5
draw.
Our first game of the season was against a strong RS Armagh 4th XV and despite being well beaten the guys
were competitive for large parts of the game with Paul Wilson in particular standing out.
We were drawn at home to Limavady GS in the Cup and in a much improved performance the boys battled
hard before unfortunately losing 22-0. The season ended in somewhat unfortunate circumstances with the
plate game vs Down HS being lost on a ‘coin toss’ after the game coincided with our internal school exams.
Whilst we didn’t play as many games as perhaps hoped for, the team enjoyed their rugby under the captaincy
of Taylor Kerr whose enthusiasm was infectious for all.
Here’s to the 2020-21 season and building on these foundations.

Medallion Rugby
by G. Caldwell
Looking back, I feel that the Medallion XV of 201920 surprised a few people. After a tough start and
some negative results, the lads, TC, KMC and myself
could see lots of positives on the training ground and
we worked hard to build a team and importantly an on
field structure and patterns that everyone would buy
into. The early days were character building and our
first match was away to RBAI and their Medallion B
side. We lost 26-7 with skipper Peter Bird scoring
the first of his many tries. He also converted but we
could not hold on to a half time lead of 7:5. Peter was
the player of the year and every week led by example.
As Captain, he set high standards and his direct
running and combative defence inspired everyone
around him. Another key player was Matthew Conn,
who was Vice Captain. Matthew was our main ball
carrier in the pack and he always managed to make
yards in the contact situation. Matthew was a good
listener and really wanted to improve his game. I
would predict that both Peter and Matthew will go
straight into the 1st XV next year and go on to be
very good players.
Our second game in early September was away to
Dromore High School and it was a tough day at the
office and we found it difficult to cope with their
strength and pace. In the early games, Craig Butler,
Thomas Dundas and Jacob Daly were the front row
and they punched well above their weight. Craig was
versatile and he could play anywhere in the front five.
His ‘darts’ at lineout time were also good. Thomas
was physical and we were disappointed when he
stopped playing, hopefully he will come back into
the senior panels. Jacob for me, was our most
improved player, his scrummaging got better but it
was his work rate and tackle count every week that
made him one of the first names on the team sheet.
The front row need the second row or the ‘engine
room’ to work hard for them and in Lewis Chambers
and Simon Kinnen, we had two players that never
let their team mates down. Lewis has the physical
frame and engine to become a super senior player
for Lurgan College and he always got through a lot
of activity on and off the ball. Simon had not played
as much rugby but his aerobic capacity made sure he
was often first at the break down and he quietly and
effectively got on with the important jobs of rucking,

tackling and working hard every week. Charlie
Turkington also played regularly and his ability to
play in a number of positions was important as we
lost players either through unavailability or injury.
His lineout throwing is excellent.
Our first game in October was at home to
Carrickfergus Grammar and we recorded our first
win of the season and it felt good. We edged a very
close match 14: 12 and it was further evidence that
when our pack played well, we had the back line
to do damage. However, the following Saturday
was reserved for one of our most disappointing
performances of the year. We lost 12-0 to our local
rivals Banbridge Academy and to be fair, the better
team won. We seemed not up for the challenge and
were consistently turned over at the break down,
due to a lack of drive and physicality. It was one
step backward but we regrouped, worked hard
the next week in training and the performance the
following Saturday was far better when we travelled
to Ballymena and lost to a very strong Cambridge
House side. This game showed what we could do
and two days later, we got our second win against
a Campbell College B side. At this stage of the
season, Harry McMeekin had moved from the wing
to the back row but he would travel further to the
front row and his natural strength stood out. His
scrummaging, largely against far bigger opponents
was excellent and he became an important and
committed player for the team. Last but not least
in the forwards were TJ Taylor and Leon Van Der
Westhuizen. These two players were also immense
over the season and what they lacked in weight
they made up for in heart and sheer determination.
Both players put their bodies on the line at break
downs and worked tirelessly for the good of the
team. Leon was also our main lineout asset and TJ
regularly topped the tackle counts. Before Half
term, we went to watch Ulster play and the whole
rugby club enjoyed a good match versus Cardiff
and importantly some fast food too! This was a
really enjoyable evening and it reminded everyone
of the importance of having the right culture on and
off the pitch.

Medallion Rugby
by G. Caldwell

Now to the backs and the expertise of TC. On behalf
of all the squad can I thank Trevor ‘TC’ Carruthers
for his massive input into the success of the team.
Lurgan College continue to benefit from his
coaching expertise and the lads respected his input
and insights and the timely knack of knowing what
changes to make or what was needed to motivate. TC
thanks very much again. At scrum half Ben McAvoy
was the heart beat of the team. He was brave and
always got stuck in. He loved the physical side of
the game and as the season went on his passing and
box kicking allowed us to make strategic advances
in our games. At out half, Thompson Owen showed
he too can be a senior player next year and he had
the knack of knowing when to break or when to give
the needed pass. His ability to kick us out of our 22
and clear our lines made the difference in winning
hard fought games throughout the season. Another
regular in the backline was Calum Marsden and his
deceptive pace allowed him to get on the outside of
opposition and when he took the ball into contact,
rarely did Calum lose it. We developed ‘exit 4’ to
bring him into the game more. At full back Sam
Stevenson was also in the running for player of the
year and he was regularly the last line of defence.
His spatial awareness and committed defence
regularly kept the opposition out and one try saving
tackle against Portadown College will stand out as
the tackle of the year. The wing berths were rotated
with Josh Anderson and Tom Ewart starting most of
the games. Both players were brave in the tackle and
had a super work rate on and off the ball. In other
games Andrew Richardson and Dylan Emerson
were also called upon and both players always
rose to the challenge, with Andrew having his best
game against Omagh, where he was brilliant and
contributed to a 7:5 home win. Dylan’s ability to

catch and run back at opponents was a strength of
his game. In the Medallion Shield we lost 10-7
at home to Carrick Grammar who took revenge
for an early season fixture. We were extremely
disappointed but at crucial times, when the pressure
was on, we made wrong calls and that determines a
lot in sport. However, we picked ourselves up and
further wins were achieved against Foyle College
and a Peter Bird hat-trick made the difference in a
21-19 Campbell B side victory in December. Due
to the weather five games were postponed, over the
season which was disappointing. Yet our progress
was excellent and one of our best performances was
away to a strong Limavady Grammar side and every
time they scored, we worked our way back down
the pitch and the lads impressed the opposition with
their resiliency. The competitive season ended with
a 14: 0 loss to Portadown College in the Medallion
Trophy and for large periods of the game, the result
could have gone either way, but a score in the last
minute was hard to take. I would also like to thank
our ‘assistant coach’ Toby Jones. Toby was unable
to play all season due to injury. His presence every
Saturday helping out and supporting says a lot
about his personal qualities. In February the players
impressed in U17 training and games and at the
time of writing, concern over the corona virus has
reminded us that sport is not as important as peoples’
lives and livelihoods. Over the next few months we
as a society will need to exhibit many of the values
and virtues that sport can give.
On reflection, we made good strides and the attitude
of the squad was excellent. It is now important
for everyone to continue to work hard and enjoy
our wonderful game. Onwards and upwards but
Meliora Sequor sounds better!
Season Statistics:
Played 12 Won 6

Lost 6 (5 postponed)

Medallion Rugby

Cricket 2018/19
by K. McCallan

School cricket continues to suffer from the pressures of exam
modules that make it increasingly and understandably difficult for
boys to commit to long periods away from study. Added to that the
climate here, makes getting games played almost impossible!

Squad
J. Best (capt), Jon Woods, Josh Woods, J. McClune, R. Allen,
A. Cunningham, C. Williamson, L. Forsyth, J. Davison, P.
Hutchinson, N. Kearney, N. Cunningham

1st XI

U15 XI

The skipper chose to throw the ball to Joel Davison, who was a
somewhat late call up on the morning of the game – indeed no one
was sure what he bowled! ‘O ye of little faith’, Joel could be heard
saying as his medium pace bowling proved much too good for the
home sides lower order, with him taking 3 wickets in his only over
to secure victory by 20 runs.

Squad – C. Williamson, A. Cunningham, J. McElhinney, J.
Patience, T. Kerr, A. Harrison, M. Green, J. Boyce, D. Matthews,
B. Clarke, E. Geddis, D. Irvine
K McCalla

The Under 15 team started their campaign at the Lawn,
Waringstown against Bangor GS. Batting first, openers
Charlie Williamson (29) and Angus Cunningham (35) played
beautifully to put on 65 for the first wicket. Unfortunately after
their dismissals we struggled to get bat on ball and rotate the
strike and our innings ended somewhat tamely on 98-8 after our
Captain Josh Best won the toss and decided that we would bat allotted 20 overs.
first. We lost Josh Woods in the 3rd over with only a single on the
board and scoring was very difficult against some accurate seam Bangor batted well in reply and despite a wicket for Jonny
bowling. That said, Josh McClune (9) and Jon Woods (8) batted McElhinney, and some fine fielding, they chased our score
nicely to take the score to 27-1 in the 10th over before both fell to down inside 18 overs to win by 9 wickets.
the sedate leg spin bowling of Roshan Jannah. Despite this blow,
Ryan Allen (15) and Charlie Williamson (9) took the score to 55-3 We then travelled to Roughfort to play BRA in the plate
in the 19th over and set a platform from which we could try and set competition. Having won the toss on a beautiful sunny day,
openers Williamson and Cunningham again started well, but in
a challenging total.
a mirror image of our previous game, we lost wickets in bundles
We struggled to find the boundary until the captain (motivated by and were bowled out for just 46. Our hosts chased this down
Mr McCallan’s ‘lure’ of buying McDonalds for the entire team if he inside 11 overs.
hit a 6) arrived at the crease. Whilst there were to be no Big Macs,
Josh played beautifully and scored a quick-fire 18 to take our total BRA went on to capture the U15 Plate and so we are able to take
some small comfort from the fact that we lost to the eventual
to 97 -7 from our allotted 25 overs.
winners.
Ballyclare started their reply in confident fashion, and although Josh
McClune and Peter Hutchison bowled nicely, Ballyclare scored In concluding, I would encourage as many boys as possible to
freely to move to 25 without loss before Josh Best removed their take their interest to their local clubs and I am looking forward
two star players with his accurate slow left arm. Charlie Williamson to many of these players making the step up to 1st XI next
then removed the other opener and suddenly Ballyclare had fallen season. I would also like to thank Waringstown Cricket Club for
to 46-3. A good all round bowling effort saw the pressure mount but the use of their ground for our only home game of the season;
much appreciated by us all.
nothing could have prepared us for what was to follow.
The 1st XI’s pre season friendly with RS Armagh was rained off, and
that meant that we travelled to Ballyclare High School somewhat
‘under-cooked’ for the 1st round of the Ulster Bank Schools Cup.
With the opposition containing two member of the Ulster Schools
team from the previous year, we were very much the underdogs.

Our reward was another away trip – this time to Limavady GS. The
skipper called correctly yet again, and we used the same formula
that had previously been successful – we would bat first.
Josh McClune hit a few lusty blows early including a six onto the
school roof, but unfortunately this was the highlight of the day.
Against a strong fast bowling attack, wickets fell regularly, and
only for a great rear guard from Year 11 Angus Cunningham (15)
we would have really struggled. That said, 55 give us a little chance.
This was however to be quickly snuffed out by the home openers
who batted aggressively to take the game away from us. Josh Best
took the only wicket to fall and we were defeated by 9 wickets.

Hockey
by J. Finlay

The 2019/2020 season saw over 30 pupils represent either the 1st XI or Under 16 Boys’ Hockey Teams over the course of the year.
They competed in a number of friendly fixtures, the Burney Cup, Prior Shield and Taylor Cup. Peter Millen led the senior team by
example with great support from Philip McClenahan. These two players were the core of the team in centre midfield and gave of
their best on every occasion.
The boys on the 1st XI squad entered the Prior Shield Competition with a great deal of enthusiasm and optimism. This competition
started with an entertaining away fixture against Antrim Grammar which the team were devastated to lose 3-2 after leading for the
majority of the match. This was then followed by a disappointing day away to RBAI 2ndXI when mainly due to injury and illness
the fixture finished in defeat. The spirits of the team received a massive lift however when in front of home support they had a well
deserved win against Ballycastle 1st XI. In the end progression out of the group stages proved a step too far with very strong sides
from Banbridge Academy and RBAI taking the top two places.
The draw for the Burney Cup brought both excitement and trepidation as we received a bye into the last 16 and then were faced
with the might of RBAI 1st XI. It was a great opportunity for the boys to experience the highest level of hockey and compete
against much more experienced opposition. Although it resulted in a heavy defeat the Inst. coaching staff commended the players
for their determination and positive attitude singling out Nathaniel Cunningham for his exceptional performance in defence. The
other highlight of the match was the outstanding strike by Matthew Hutchinson, our top goal scorer this season, from a short corner
ensuring Lurgan College were on the score sheet. The team now eagerly wait to find out who they will be drawn against in the
quarter final of the shield of this competition.
The Under 16 squad are a very young team with the majority taking up the sport competitively for the first time in Year 11. Their
Taylor Cup fixtures take place in the later part of the season and they will face Kilkeel High School, Portadown College and
Markethill High School. This continues to prove to be a very helpful format for players to gain experience in preparation for the
senior squad. In warm up fixtures, players such as Andrew Harris, James McClenahan, Harry McMeekin and Marcus Bryan have
impressed and will play a key role in the competition.
Special mention should go to Joel Cordner who has stepped into the role of goalkeeper not only in the Under 16s but also in the
senior squad. He has demonstrated significant potential already at both levels with a very commendable performance in the Burney
Cup fixture.
The inter-house hockey will take place in March when Kirkpatrick will be fighting hard to retain the title they won last year.
It has been great to note all practices on Wednesday and Thursday afternoon have been well attended with significant progress being
made by the individual players. Thanks goes to Michael Newton who has been willing to assist with the coaching this year which
has been a massive help to the boys.

Hockey

Ist X1 Hockey
The 1st XI have had a relatively successful season, finishing
third in their Super League group and reaching the quarter
final of the Ulster Shield. This season, Miss Allen stepped
in for Mrs Beattie who was off on maternity leave. Lurgan
College competed against some of the top schools in Ulster,
with some very tight matches. The 1st XI started the season
slowly, with many new girls joining the squad and the
team focusing on getting used to playing with each other.
Our first opponent of the season was The Royal School Armagh,
which was a tight match with the team losing narrowly 2-1. Our
next match was our first of the Super League away to Strathearn,
which we unfortunately lost 3-0 through not capitalising on
our opportunities. However, many positives were taken from
this match and the girls began to play as a team with some of
the younger girls experiencing senior hockey for the first time.
This match became a turning point during the Super League
period. After this defeat there was more belief within the team
which gave us the hope needed to secure our first 2-1 win of
the season against Methodist College in a friendly. There was a
more coherent structure within the team with each line of attack
linking better in our passage of play. Our next Super League
match was against our local derby school, Portadown College.
With much determination and a great team performance against a
strong Portadown side Lurgan was able to steal the 3-0 win, with
confident team goals. Our third match of the Super League was
against The Wallace High School; a well set up team which we
found difficult to break down. The girls stayed patient keeping
possession which led to a quick break and a goal, giving Lurgan
a 1-0 win. We then played a friendly match against Strabane
Academy which fine-tuned our skills and gave us an opportunity
to try new set plays, we came away with a 4-0 win. Our last
match of the Super League was against Belfast Royal Academy,
who were a very strong side. The girls defended well and showed
great strength of character, narrowly losing 2-1. This meant we
finished 3rd in the group, missing out of the quarter finals by goal
difference.
We then had a few friendly matches before the first cup match
of the season. With a difficult trip up to Magherafelt, Lurgan lost
4-0 against a very strong and physical Rainey Endowed side.
This however gave us the motivation we needed, with Miss Allen
and Sue Gibson showing great belief to ensure we were better
prepared and working as a team with individuals being given
specific tasks to work on during training. The girls were more
focused going into our next match against The Royal School
Dungannon which we won 4-1 giving us the confidence boost we
needed. Our next friendly was against The Royal School Armagh.
The passing and linkage between the team throughout this match
was brilliant, every player from our defenders to our forwards
was playing with more confidence, increasingly consistent in
their decision making and supporting play leading to a 4-4 draw.
This gave us great self-belief before we met our first opponent in

a very difficult Schools’ Cup draw.
Due to finishing in third place in our Super League group we
got a bye in the first round of the Schools’ Cup. This meant our
first match was against Limavady Grammar School away on
the 7th of December. Limavady were a very physical team and
gave us a tough match. Although we were 2-0 up at half time
we recognised the threat they posed, they began to get into the
game more and scored late in the third quarter. During the final
team talk we agreed we were going to push for another goal, we
backed ourselves and understood what our individual roles were
on the pitch. We started the final quarter fighting and managed to
get a goal in the last 5 minutes of the match seeing the game out
with a 3-1 win.
After the Christmas break our first match back was against The
Wallace High School in a friendly. We got off to a great start,
with good team spirit and communication increasing throughout
the game. By the end of the first quarter we were 2-0 up and
continued to play well, leading to a 4-0 win. This set us up well
for the next round of the Schools’ Cup.
Our next match saw us travelling in horrendous conditions to
Ballyclare High School for the third round of the Schools’ Cup.
Ballyclare was a very well drilled side with some good individual
play, we struggled to get started from the whistle finding it
difficult to get into the flow of the game and getting frustrated
with each other forgetting to practice our set plays. Ballyclare
scored at the end of the first quarter through a penalty corner
and from then we struggled to play our level of hockey with our
heads dropping and people not trusting their teammates, as we
know we can. The match ended in a very tough 5-0 defeat.
Now entering the Ulster Shield we met the previously played,
Rainey in the Quarter Final. We showed great character and
played our best match of the season against the once favourites to
win the Schools’ Cup. We played as a team, putting into practice
the skills and set plays we had developed over the season but
most importantly trusting our team-mates and supporting them
on the pitch. Despite our efforts and leaving everything we had
on the pitch we lost 2-1. Our last match of the season was against
The Royal School Armagh in the Mid-Ulster Cup, we were
unable to take the opportunities we created as a team losing 2-0.
As captain and vice-captain we would like to thank all the girls
for their energy, commitment and passion shown throughout the
season. We have had our fair share of ups and downs but have
stood together as a team supported each other when we needed
it most. A huge thanks to Miss Allen who stepped in this year
encouraging us through the difficult times and providing a fun
and enjoyable training environment. Also, massive thanks to
Sue Gibson who worked alongside Miss Allen, bringing her
experience which helped improve our skills and set plays. Both
coaches showed great commitment and enthusiasm which helped
us, as a team to strive to improve our performances throughout
the season.
Olivia Gibson (Captain), Poppy Smith (Vice-Captain)

Hockey continued....

Hockey continued....
2nd X1Hockey
The 2019/20 season for the 2ndXI has seen both ups and downs,
the team built on their performances least year and benefited
from the new Year 11 pupils who joined the Hockey Club
this year. Our skills and teamwork on the pitch have become
better and better throughout the year culminating in getting to
the quarter finals of the McDowell Plate. As captain and vicecaptain we could not be prouder of all the effort and spirit the
girls have shown this year.
Our first match was against The Royal School Armagh, which
we knew would be a tough first match back but the team put
their heads down and came out with a respected 0-0 draw. We
lost our flow in the next few matches coming out with looses
against Strathearn and Methody but we fought back and started
playing our own hockey winning 1-0 against Portadown.
As the weeks went by we developed and worked hard on our
skills. We mostly focused on working in triangles up the pitch,
supporting each other and transferring around the back. We were
looking forward to our first game in the McDowell Cup against
Portadown knowing they would be hoping to bounce back after
the earlier loss in the season. We went into the game confident,
however, we lost discipline and structure meaning we couldn’t
capitalise on any breaks we made, and unfortunately lost the
match 4-0. After this match, we regrouped and knew changes
had to be made, we looked at where we had gone wrong and
rectified these areas in training looking at our tackling and
stripping back our play identifying our individual strengths and
weaknesses.
We came back strong after the defeat to Portadown and won 1-0
against a strong Royal School Armagh side, this gave us some
encouragement going into the first round of the McDowell
Plate. Over the next few Saturdays we used friendlies and
matches against the boys to prepare ourselves for the first
round. Looking at fine tuning our skills instead of going out to
win, the girls showed excellent attitude and week on week we
grew as a team.

Our first round draw was against Cambridge House away, we were
both excited and nervous as we knew we didn’t travel the best as
a team. The first three quarters of the match we made it hard for
ourselves, not focusing and letting them dictate play. During the
last team talk before the final quarter we made a decision, as a
team, that we would try our best on the pitch. When we returned
to play, Cambridge House unfortunately scored first, however
we didn’t give in and came back fighting with 2 minutes left to
score and equalised 1-1. With the scores tied we went to run ins,
fortunately we kept our cool with some excellent goals and saves
coming out on top 5-4. The girls were ecstatic, we played as a
team and had got through to the quarter finals as a team.
We drew Omagh Academy away in the next round, which was a
Cup upset as they had been the favourites to win the McDowell
Cup but had been put out in the previous round in a shock defeat.
The girls were ready for the challenge and knew that it would be a
challenging game but as long as we could come off the pitch and
say we had played our best everyone would be happy. We made
the journey down and put in a good shift from the start scoring
early in the first quarter, the match was even for the remaining
3 quarters but in the final quarter we lost our focus and allowed
Omagh too many chances on goal with the final score being 2-1 in
the final play of the game.
As captains we are so proud of all the girls; their attitude,
determination and good spirit has bonded us as a team and created
lasting friendships. We would like to thank Miss Allen and Sue
Gibson for coaching us throughout the season and encouraging us
when things didn’t go our way. Megan and I have loved our time
playing Hockey at Lurgan College and wish the best for the girls
over the coming seasons.
Lucy Clarke (Captain), Megan Willis (Vice-Captain)

GCSE Exhibition
2019

Olivia Kerr

Luke Steele

Beth Rodgers

Gabija Joycte

Andzhelina Hristeva

Callum Small

Amber Cairns

Brooke Archer

Sarah Osborne

A2 Exhibition

2019

Megan Johns

Hannah Gorman

Amy

Sarah
McMullan
Abbi Smyth

AS Exhibition
2019

Anna Long

Lauren Tolmie

Stuart Hoy

Hannah Dempsey

Rachel Park

Leah Kidd

11th Year Thoughts on Lurgan College
Holly McCormick
First impression - I thought Lurgan College
was complicated and strict, therefore I was quite
nervous
Now - I feel comfortable in Lurgan College and
it doesn’t even feel like school
Lucy McBride
First impression - At first I was quite unsure
about this school as I enjoyed LJHS and
knew I was going to miss the friendships I
had made.
Now - I feel comfortable here in LC because
I have a great group of friends and teachers.
Sarah Slaine
First impression - That it was a school that
wanted the best for their pupils. Also a
school that was more sensible.
Now - I feel that the College is a special,
unique school where the teachers bond with
the students.
Erin Houston
First Impression - It was very
welcoming and the upper sixth aren’t that
scary, they’re very nice and if you are
lost, they’ll help you. Sometimes the
teachers can be strict with lots of home
work.
Now - Lurgan College treats you as a
young adult but there is still quite a bit of
homework.
Chloe McDonald
First impression - It was quite nerve
wrecking, although it seemed to be a
very welcoming place.
Now - I feel a real sense of community.
Stephany Costa
First impression - It was a really big
school and it was going to be stressful.
Now - It’s a very positive environment.

Tom Ewart
First impression - A great school that will
try to assist me in every aspect of my career
Now - It is helping me learn new things
everyday.
Lottie Williamson
First Impression - I felt a warm friendly
welcome straight away. I felt at home and was
glad the Christian ethos shone through.
Now - I feel the same about the school. Being
treated more maturely and starting to get more
involved in school life has really given me a good
opinion about the school.
Leon Van Der Westhuizen
First impression - Good, I already knew my where
abouts due to visits, but I was still a bit lost at times.
Teachers welcomed us straight away and within a
couple days I felt more grown up and settled in.
Now - I feel I’ve properly settled, I know my
boundaries and in relation to grades I am meeting my
expectations. Sports have helped me majorly and I’m
looking forward to spending the next year here.
Stephen Burke
First impression - I thought it would
be just another school with the same
people and boring classes.
Now - I love my classes and this school.
Ethan Todd
First impression - I thought the College
was really big and confusing.
Now - I am really enjoying life here and
have met many great people.
Daniella Doake
First impression - I thought that this was a big
school, compared to my highschool but I was able
to find my way around. The older students seemed
really intimidating to me at first as they were
really tall.
Now - I’ve learnt my way around and I know
now, that the other students, from year 12 to year 14
are all really friendly.

11th Year Thoughts on Lurgan College
John Brown
First impression - A fun
school but I don’t like some
of the compulsory subjects.
Now - This is a really great
school but there is a lot of
homework.

Sarah Barton
First impression - Lurgan College is a nice, small school
although everyone knows each other very well, and I never
thought that I would fit in as I came from a different
highschool than many of the others.
Now - I feel Lurgan College is a very friendly school, and
finding friends was not as hard as I imagined, I am amazed
by how welcoming Lurgan College is.

Emma Brown
First impression - Was that Lurgan College
was a big school with lots of people in it. I was
excited, but nervous about starting the school,
as it was completely different from the Junior
High.
Now - I really like this school as it is a very
nice environment and all the people and
staff are friendly.
Sarah Johnston
First impression - My first impression of
Lurgan College is that there is a lot of
work. But the teachers always make sure
you know what you’re doing.
Now - I feel more relaxed and have settled
in well.

Jill Vogan
First impression - From the building to the people
inside Lurgan College it is a homely, warm, small
and friendly place with a great Christian ethos.
Now - The people in the school are really friendly
and welcoming and took into consideration that I
didn’t know where I was going.
Jessica Huff
First impression - It was a good school, but
very overwhelming. I found the first week
quite hard to settle in and I wasn’t 100% sure
if I would like it.
Now - I am settled and coping with the
homework and school work quantity, and all
is made better with the good food.

Tiffany Murnaghan
First impression - I thought it was going to be a very
sophisticated and interesting school where there would be
a number of new opportunities and that I would learn a lot
of new things. I was excited.
Now - I still feel the same about the school. I feel that this
is a really great school. There’s never a dull moment and I
thouroughly enjoy it.
Adam Simpson
First impression - the school was quick to
welcome you in and make you feel
comfortable. The teachers were helpful also
to get you settled in as quickly as possible.
Now - I still find it a comfortable environment
as the teachers and senior students are
pleasant and helpful.

Axien Fan
First impression - Lurgan College
was a massive school full of
hundreds of people in my year.
Now - I think it’s a normal size
school with friendly pupils and
teachers.

Ella Douglas
First Impression - I found it hard to find
where I was going
Now - It feels more homely and smaller,
which makes it feels more comfortable to be
in.

Poppy Smith – Being given
the opportunity to go on tour
to South Africa
Ryan Allen - 4th year rugby
tour to Scotland, was an unreal
week with the boys!!

Yunis LatifRepresenting Harper House and
winning in the same day.

Matthew Martin – Participating in
all house music events throughout
the years, shows the whole school
getting involved and having fun.
Also, connecting with peers and
teachers more as time went on,
really made things more enjoyable
especially in the prefect role.
Adam Leathem – Its really
hard to pick just one. Going to
S.U. every week is a real
highlight. I’ve made some
really great friends with
similar Christian beliefs. My
first week of S.U. Miss
Carberry made me feel very
welcome and a lot more
comfortable.

David Burke - Partaking in
the individual spring and
Christmas concerts. I also
enjoyed having a solo in
the Christmas concert 2019.
The inter house music
competition has also been a
highlight of my time at the
college.
Lydia Duprey – The first time
of eating chicken goujons
Ben Dowey - The relationship
between students and teachers
doesn’t compare to any other
school. Particularly at A-Level,
the relationship the pupils have
with their teachers sets a great
atmosphere for learning.

Harrison Cassells. -‘Footloose’
in year 12, as it was the moment I felt fully a part of Lurgan
College, whilst also doing what
I love and being able to make
many friends along the way.

Peter Millen – My best memory of
my time at Lurgan College is the
S.U. weekend this year because of
all the work that was put into the
planning for it and that all of the
work paid off.
Lucy Paul – Time spent in music,
preparing for concerts, the
musical ‘Footloose’ and House
Music. House Music is always a
good day!
Matthew Boness – When an
anonymous individual threw a
grape at someone and hit the
fire alarm, setting it off and
forcing the school to evacuate.

Josh Woods – My favourite memory
is having the chance to play with
my best mates every Saturday on a
rugby pitch
Matthew Wheatley – I have enjoyed and
currently enjoy my position in the student
council, which I obtained through
bribing all of the voters with capri-suns.
I am beyond honoured by the position of
Vice-Chancellor of the Eco Committee
and being able to annoy most of the other
pupils by forcing them to bring their own
containers.
Katie McCreanor – The
hockey tour in 2017 to Holland
was one of my best memories
in Lurgan College with all of
my close friends

Ryan HolmesI cannot honestly pick one as
there are too many to choose
from, such as the thrill of
playing rugby for the 1st squad,
the years of watching the plays
and Christmas concerts which
are just magical or lastly the
great times I have had with all
of my friends.

Daria Benina- Helping with
biology open night last year
when we were showing simple
biology experiments to
visitors.
Anna Douglas – Making lifelong friends

Young Enterprise
Annually, our Year 13 pupils take part in creating their own company through Young Enterprise.
Similar to last year, two companies were formed from Lurgan College: Beyond Green NI and Lollipop
Lashes. They went head to head at Rushmere Shopping Centre alongside 37 other student companies
from various other schools around the Southern Region. The company Beyond Green NI came out
on top and picked up two awards: Social Innovation and Best Overall Company. Their business idea
is selling eco-friendly and sustainable products that reduce single-use plastic and break the social
stigma behind menstruation, with unique products like homemade soya wax food wraps, personalised
bamboo hairbrushes and menstrual cups. They will now go on to the YENI formal and compete
against the other winners from different regions of Northern Ireland. Our students are learning vital
skills like resilience, communication and problem-solving. They get real experience on how work is
in the real-life and prepare themselves for life beyond the classroom.

Year 14 Art Work

Leah Kidd

Hannah Dempsey

Year 14 Art Work

Anna Long

Lauren Tolmie
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